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                                                   The Derbyshire Challenge

Dear Sir

I am submitting an email on the bus service consultation because I feel the questionnaire is too 
specific and does not address the role public transport should play in our county.
The response from bus users will I guess be extremely limited. Many will simply shrug their 
shoulders and accept that the long term decline in bus provision is about to be accelerated under the 
banner of financial austerity -  along with cuts in other areas of public expenditure.

We need to ask ourselves what sort of county we want to be. Is our countryside to be populated only
by the rich – with the young and those who cannot afford private transport increasingly abandoned 
or shunted into towns ?

Many like me will wonder why we are accepting a vanity project such as HS2 which is currently 
not scheduled to even stop in Derbyshire and not investing more  in internal transport and 
communications infrastructure within our county instead. Do we want  our predominantly rural 
county to survive and grow economically – or not ?

Many of our group  can already get from Chesterfield to London in under two hours. There are 
many parts of the Peak where it takes significantly longer from Chesterfield by public transport.
The millions of 'tourists' on the periphery of the Peak will have similar problems.
The people living in the Peak are similarly not well placed (without private transport) if they wish 
to commute either for work or leisure.

I understand the County Council supports sustainable transport. 
Problems of congestion, pollution, environmental damage, and public health demand that we should
be concentrating more on walking, cycling …. and public transport.
Walking needs the assistance of public transport if it is to become a more viable option.
Our group of the Ramblers is only a small percentage of the population who need the help of buses 
if they are to walk more.

The cuts enforced on the County Council are real, but they have the choice as to where those cuts 
should be applied. They will, I feel be counter-productive both economically and in our quality of 
life, if they are made to our transport infrastructure. 
The phrase 'knowing the cost of everything but the value of nothing' springs to mind.

Yours faithfully

David Moore

(Chair, Chesterfield & NE Derbyshire Ramblers)
mailto:cnedramblers@gmail.com
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