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This is a walk from the Visitor Information Centre, next to Chesterfield's Crooked Spire, to 
Chatsworth House, one of the country's premier stately homes – and back again.
The outward route is via the Holme Brook and Linacre Reservoirs to the Eastern Moors around 
Leash Fen, on to Gardoms Edge and the subsequent ridge above Chatsworth House ; returning via 
Eastmoor and Holy Moor to Chesterfield. 

It  can of course be done in the reverse direction, but the route is here described as above.

The complete walk is a full day strenuous one of 23 miles,  but there are  opportunities to shorten it 
by reverting to public transport – at the Robin Hood (11 miles), Chatsworth House (12 miles), and 
Holymoorside (20 miles).

Most of the walk can be traced on the  Peak District (White Peak area) map – OL24, although the 
OS Explorer Map 269 is needed for the environs of Chesterfield itself.
Public transport details if required can be obtained from Traveline East Midlands

The maps on these pages have been based on Ordnance Survey Open Space and
OpenStreetMap, licensed under the Open Data Commons Open Database Licence 
(OdbL).

The Chatsworth Round Walk route is
shown as  a GPS trace.   

The overall route, as recorded by GPS *, can be seen at Chatsworth Round Walk  as an overlay to 
Ordnance Survey and OpenStreetMap.

The equivalent aerial view, courtesy of Microsoft Bing, is at  Chatsworth Round Walk (Aerial view)

*  Allowance should be made for GPS  loss of accuracy at the higher zoom levels.

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop/explorer-map-the-peak-district-white-peak-area.html
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/licensing/licences/os-openspace-developer-agreement.html
http://cnedramblers.altervista.org/chatsworthroundbing.htm
http://cnedramblers.altervista.org/chatsworthroundwalkos.htm
http://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/
http://www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk/em/XSLT_TRIP_REQUEST2?language=en&timeOffset=15
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop/explorer-map-chesterfield-alfreton.html
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Outward via Linacre Reservoirs

The outward leg is the longer of the two legs, following the Holme Brook to the Linacre Reservoirs 
and then proceeding around Leash Fen to Gardoms Edge and the Robin Hood Inn. It  enters the 
Chatsworth Estate and approaches the House via the Hunting Tower.

The Chesterfield Visitor Information Centre (VIC)  is in Rykneld Square, adjacent to the Crooked 
Spire Church dedicated to St Mary and All Saints.

Leave the Square via Church Lane and walk
straight ahead through the Shambles, past the
ancient Royal Oak pub to the Market Place. 

The view from the Crooked Spire, looking down on the Visitor
Information Centre, and out west towards Chatsworth

              The Royal Oak pub in the Shambles

Turn right and then left along the northern edge of the Market Place and the Market Hall into New 
Square.

At the far NW part of the Square is a blue plaque marking the boyhood home of Thomas Secker, an 
18th century Archbishop of Canterbury.

Just past the house, turn into a footpath that leads up to Chesterfield Town Hall 

http://www.chesterfield.gov.uk/History-of-the-Town-Hall-173.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/paintings/thomas-secker-16931768-archbishop-of-canterbury-87161
http://www.visitchesterfield.info/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=6028594
http://www.visitchesterfield.info/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=6012303
http://www.visitchesterfield.info/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=6012303
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Walk in front of the Town Hall and then turn right into Rose Hill West, before turning left into 
Albion Road, and then left on to Foljambe Road.

Turn right into Alexandra Road West and continue along a footpath that passes two gasholders.

Pass through a small play area and turn right on to Chester Street.

Join Ashgate Road and cross it by a zebra crossing. Turn left, and then immediately right on to a 
footpath beside the Holme Brook.
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Our path basically follows the Holme Brook for a couple of miles until we are out of the 
Chesterfield suburbs and into Linacre Woods.

On the way we  reach Holmebrook Valley Park after passing underneath the Loundsley Green Road 
(B6150).

Walk through Holmebrook Valley Park. Where there is a right turn to the lake, continue following 
the Holme Brook ahead.

There are buses on the adjacent Linacre Road for those who have done the walk in the reverse 
direction and wish to end on public transport.

http://www.visitchesterfield.info/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=6052002
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When finally away from housing development on the left,  turn right into Woodnook Lane leading 
to the Linacre Reservoirs.

There is a Ranger hut and public toilets just before the Lower Reservoir.
              

Continue westerly along a path through the woods just to the north of the three reservoirs.

Just before a path veers off to the left over the Birley Brook, turn right and begin the ascent towards
Bluster Castle and the top of Grange Hill (B6050).

http://www.visitchesterfield.info/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=6027989
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On reaching the B6050 turn left, walk 200 yards, and take the second turning on the right.
These are quiet moorland roads with little traffic that skirt around Leash Fen.

Take the next turn on the right and then left into Far Lane.
At the end of Far Lane is the clump of trees on the right that is Shillito Wood.
Turn left into Fox Lane and continue to the Sheffield Road (A621).

http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/visiting/accessible-places-to-visit/access4all-sites/shillito
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/the-eastern-moors-are-a-beloved-northern-treasure-ndash-but-are-they-also-an-unlikely-threat-to-the-climate-2279684.html
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Walk by the right hand side of the fairly busy A621 for roughly 200 yards and turn left into Clod 
Hall Lane.
Immediately you see a gate across the road. Passing through it one open access land path makes its 
way to Birchen Edge on the left, but bear to the right towards Gardoms Edge. 

Follow the edge of Gardoms Edge and at the end bear left on a path down to the A619 and the 
Robin Hood Inn.

Buses to Chesterfield (and to Baslow, Bakewell, and Tideswell) pass the Inn.

Cross the road to a concessionary footpath in the Chatsworth Estate that follows a ridge above the 
House.

http://robinhoodinnbaslow.co.uk/
http://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/visiting-moors/audio-trails/gardoms-edge-roundhouse-rock-art
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Eventually the Hunting Tower is reached. Pass in front of the Tower and descend the steep steps 
towards Chatsworth House. 
Toilets and refreshments are available outside the House and Gardens.

There are buses at the bottom of the House car park to Sheffield or Matlock (change in Baslow for 
Chesterfield).

http://www.chatsworth.org/
http://www.chatsworth.org/stay-with-us/holiday-cottages/cottage/hunting-tower
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                               Descending from the Hunting Tower
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Return via Eastmoor and Holy Moor

The return leg rises from Chatsworth House to Hob Hurst's House and continues via Eastmoor and 
Holy Moor to Holymoorside and back to Chesterfield.

Follow the winding tarmac road just above the House, steadily rising and heading in the direction of
Beeley.
Turn to the right along a grassy path close to the edge of the ridge and leave the wooded area by a 
high style over a wall.

Follow the broad path across open countryside and turn left along a track that skirts Bunker's Hill 
Wood.
At the far edge of the Wood, turn right, following the sign to Hob Hurst's House on the edge of  
Eastmoor. 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/hob-hursts-house/
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Continue across the open access moor, keeping to the path.

At the end of the moorland, turn right into Syda Lane, and then left into Longside Road.

Walk down Longside Road with its fine views of Chesterfield beyond and take the footpath on the 
right which leads over Holy Moor to Harewood Road.

Turn left into Harewood Road, cross over the Chesterfield Round Walk  route (which circles the 
town for 34 miles) , and continue via New Road into the village of Holymoorside.
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On reaching the Bulls Head  pub,  turn left and follow Holymoor Road for 100 yards to a footpath 
on the right.

Across Holymoor Road there is a bus service to Chesterfield.

Follow the route of the River Hipper towards Chesterfield, crossing Somersall Lane and passing 
through Somersall Park and Walton Dam to the A632 Walton Road.
Cross by the pedestrian lights, turn left, and then right into Bobbin Mill Lane.

Take a paved footpath into Goytside Road and continue along Dock Walk to Boythorpe Road.

Cross into Queens Park by the pedestrian lights and follow the path which skirts the lake to the right
and then veers left across the footbridge over Markham Road.

Just after the footbridge there is the Rosewall  sculpture by Barbara Hepworth on the left. Cross 
West Bars (with the Town Hall ahead of you) - but turn right and then left into Low Pavement.

On reaching the Market Square, turn left and retrace the way through the Shambles and Church 
Lane to finish back at the Visitor Information Centre.

http://barbarahepworth.org.uk/sculptures/1960/curved-reclining-form-rosewall/
http://www.bullsheadholymoorside.co.uk/
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