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Take Care - A message from DEREK ROOME, of Derby NOMADS, a Ramblers 
Affiliate group.  

One of our Nomad members has been trampled by cows on a footpath near Bradwell.  She was helicoptered to 
Sheffield where she has been on life support. 24 broken ribs, punctured lung, facial injuries, liver damage.  
She had a dog with her, which she released.  Police not taking any action but H & S Executive informed.  
 
I think this news needs to be passed onto our RA groups, so that they are aware and cautious.  Will keep you posted.  
 
Derek Derby Nomads  

Death and Taxes – is that all? 

Benjamin Franklin, 18th century US statesman, diplomat, printer, publisher, inventor, and scientist is remembered for 
many things.  One is the quotation ‘In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes’. 

But he omitted another inevitability called ‘change’.  

Change happens whether you like it or not and it happens to the public footpath network quite frequently. New 
footpaths are added, some become bridleways, and some are extinguished. 

Diversions can arise from a number of circumstances but often because of planning approvals. The Ramblers is 
consulted whenever a planning application is received affecting or in proximity to a right of way. This gives us the 
opportunity to comment, suggest improvements, or object. If a diversion is required due to developments the 
council concerned will make an order under the Town & Country Planning Act 1990. 

Fortunately under planning guidelines both walking and cycling are encouraged meaning that alternative 
arrangements are usually made, and these can often be beneficial.  

Recent examples are the path diversions of Wingerworth FP5 & 6 at Gorsey Place where a secure site had to be 
created for bio-security reasons around the expanded chicken sheds. Working with the developers a larger circuitous 
route with hard surface was negotiated around the site, retaining all the path connections. In the process the path 
was ‘returned’ to its legally defined place after many years of obstruction, by trees and a small wall. 

 In the same vein in Eckington an equestrian exercise menage was approved for expansion across the legal line of 
Eckington FP130, Ford Rd, requiring a very minor diversion but the ‘gain was a hard surface across an often muddy 
paddock. 

These changes are part and parcel of planning and have always been with us. 

However, increasingly we seem to be receiving more requests to divert paths away from existing properties ‘in the 
interests of the privacy and security of the land owners’. These follow applications made under the Highways Act 
1980, Section 119. 

Each case has to be considered on its merits and sometimes the diversion proposed is a considerable improvement . 
But what happens if you are diverted away from sites of historical interest, and buildings of architectural merit? 
What if you lose access to the best viewpoint? One such case is proposed at Birley Hay, Geer Lane, Ford, on part of 
Eckington FP36. 

The group Footpath Committee has to respond to the proposal.  To do so we need to ensure we represent the views 
of our members. Residents of Ford, Ridgeway, and Troway can visit the site, see the proposals publicly displayed, 

http://www.chesterfieldramblers.org.uk/


and assess the proposed new path. They can comment directly to DCC (as per the site notice) or let the group 
committee or Footpath Secretary, Mel Hardy, know your views.  

Please do so. The deadline for submission of comments is 15 July 2015. Don’t be shy about commenting to us on 
other planning and diversion proposals you become aware of.  Better still get involved in footpath practical work in 
its widest sense.  

The countdown begins!  

Thank you to all of you who are having conversations in your group about the Big Pathwatch in preparation for the 
launch on the 13 July. I really appreciate how much thought and planning is already taking place to make the Big 
Pathwatch a huge success. The countdown begins! 

 

Following my last email on 26 May I wanted to provide an update on two key areas: 

1. Surveying grid squares 
2.  Promoting the Big Pathwatch 

Surveying grid squares 
 
As you know, the Big Pathwatch is about getting everyone out and about, surveying paths wherever they can. We 
want it to be easy and enjoyable for people to take part. This project will enable us to have a conversation with the 
public about their public rights of way and in educating people we will build more support for our charitable work 
and ensure paths long term future. But Pathwatch is also very much about a state of the nation report on the 
condition of our paths and to do that, we’ve calculated that we need to check approximately 30,000 randomly 
selected grid squares. 

So whilst the public and supporters are out and about walking any and hopefully every square, we would like you to 
target, if you can, these pre-selected grid squares. This works out at roughly 60 per group.  In order to help we’ve 
created an online map which is only for area and group chairs and secretaries and area footpath secretaries. This 
map shows where these squares are by each Ramblers area. It can also be downloaded as a list. If a town or city is 
covered by your group you will see most of the squares in that place need to be surveyed. This is due to the robust 
methodology we’ve employed, but please do not be alarmed at having to cover all these. We will be targeting our 
communications to those places to try and get as many people surveying where they live. 

The map will be updated every time someone selects a square to walk, so you can easily see which sample squares 
still need to be surveyed as the project progresses. Please do not share the url beyond your group, it is not designed 
for public use. 
https://bigpathwatch.ramblers.org.uk/map-of-sample-squares 

Although I know it will be tricky and not necessarily fit how you normally develop your walk programmes, it would 
be fantastic if later in the year, your group kept a day free and held a Big Pathwatch walk. This could mean several of 
you surveying squares together in teams or meeting up with neighbouring groups to tackle a larger number. My 
team and I spent a day in Hampshire recently seeing how the app and the website instructions would work. We 
discovered a lot and had a lot of fun. 

Promoting the Big Pathwatch 
 
We need to spread the word about the Big Pathwatch far and wide. We’re shortly going to be sending leaflets to 
your group to help you promote this to your members. We’ve also got a couple of videos explaining why we’re doing 
the Big Pathwatch and how you can get involved. If you would like any support to help promote this, please let us 
know. I will be writing to you shortly to let you know how to view the videos before they are released for a planned 
media push on the 15 July. 

https://bigpathwatch.ramblers.org.uk/map-of-sample-squares


In the meantime, if you have any questions about the Big Pathwatch please email bigpathwatch@ramblers.org.uk or 
check out our Got a Question about the Big Pathwatch section on our website: http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-
involved/join-the-big-pathwatch/got-a-question-about-the-big-pathwatch.aspx  

Many thanks 

Nicky Philpott 
Director of advocacy and engagement 

Why not add some extra interest to your Pathwatch surveys? 
When using your smartphone download the free app ‘Discover Derbyshire and Peak District’ from the AppStore.  It 
gives details, distances, and directions to over 200 ‘hidden gems’ in the county. You may recognise some of the 
audio contributors! 

New Members 
Since the last full Issue the Group has been joined by Helen Newton, Barlborough, Derek Baxby, Chesterfield, Sally 
Greenhalgh, Chesterfield, Catherine Moorcroft, New Tupton, William Eyre, Dronfield Woodhouse, Sue and Kevin 
Goodwin, Wingerworth, Ann Dunn, Brimington. 

Please make them all welcome. 

Map Library disposal 
As shown on the group website (www.chesterfieldramblers.com) we intend to sell all the maps (at 50p each) at 
October's AGM.  
 
There has been no recent demand for any item - and Central Office and local libraries provide a comprehensive loan 
service for anyone needing a short-term map. Hence the disposal. 

The library is extensive (8 page listing) which is available on request from cnedra@btinternet.com.  Alternatively you 
can make preliminary enquiries to David Moore on cnedramblers@gmail.com or 01246 274699. 

Programme of short walks 

This proposal has not proceeded due to the lack of volunteer leaders at the present time.  We may be able to make 
some progress shortly. 

Planned Solar Farms update 
Following public consultations DCC has decided to proceed to planning applications for solar farms on 3 pieces of 
land they own as was reported in Newsflash  87. 

Plans will be submitted for Westthorpe Hills, former Westthorpe colliery site, Killamarsh, the former Williamthorpe 
colliery land in Heath and Holmewood, and reclaimed land at Temple Normanton. 

Proposals for agricultural land at Swathwick Lane, Wingerworth have been dropped after residents complained 
about the likely intrusive impact. 

Full applications will be submitted with the aim that the sites are up and running by March 2016. 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk 

The big picture of woods and trees in the UK 
A March 2015 report by The Woodland Trust with this title paints a depressing picture nationally. Ancient woodlands 
are lost or threatened and woodland cover is lower than it should be. 

In Derbyshire 18.5% of the population are fortunate to live within 500m of an accessible woodland of over 2.5 
hectares. Whilst in the last 10 years no ancient woodlands have been lost 13 are threatened out of the 2.5% of 
ancient woodland cover the county has. In total the county has 8.78% woodland cover. 

Lincolnshire has lost 5 ancient woodlands in the last 10 years with 12 more threatened. 

www.woodland-trust.org.uk 
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Woodlands in Derbyshire 
To protect woodlands and green open space owned by DCC the Ramblers in Derbyshire contacted the Leader of DCC 
Council and requested that DCC dedicate them for public access using Section 16 of the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000. This would keep them in the public domain in perpetuity and remove the threat of such land being 
sold for building purposes. 

The request is under consideration. Similar requests have been made to South Yorkshire local authorities with some 
positive responses received. 

The Worcestershire Way – May 2015. 
Three members of the Wednesday public transport ramblers set off by train and bus for Worcestershire, an area 
renowned for its wonderful rolling countryside, to experience walking in an unfamiliar area. 

The walk commenced in Bewdley, an attractive historic tow which straddles the River Severn. After a delightful 
riverside walk, the route soon presents the first of many challenges, with steep climbs and descents. Each day 
brought into focus a new vista, and walking several high ridges presented spectacular views. 

One of the features of the Worcestershire way is its ancient woodlands and abundance of wild flowers. Particularly 
memorable were extensive areas of wild garlic, interspersed with bluebells. At a lower level we walked through 
orchards, awash with apple, cherry, and damson blossom. 

Accommodation en-route was in short supply but the owner of the Talbot Inn was kind enough to collect us at the 
end of day one and return us to our starting point the following day ensuring we walked every stage of the way. 

The route is clearly signed throughout with a distinctive way-marker of a pear and leaf. The Worcestershire County 
Council guide book is clearly presented and offers information on flora, fauna, and historical features along the way. 

The Worcestershire Way is one of twelve footpaths of various length we have now walked and ranks amongst the 
best for spectacular scenery, peace, and solitude. If you would like to follow in any of our footsteps on these long 
distance paths please ask for further details 

Jean Ashworth, Pat Briggs, Anne Hart. 

On request 
The following are available on request to cnedra@btinternet.com:- 

PDGLA May and June 2015 Newsletters 

PDNP Access Newsletters May and June 2015 

PDNP Green Lanes Newsletters May and June 2015 
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