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A lot of ticks 
In News Issue 16, April 2011, we highlighted the dangers of Lyme Disease in the UK following an increase to over 
3000 cases a year in 2010. 

The Information was provided by a charity, BADA (borreliosis and associated diseases), which has subsequently 
ceased to operate. At that time no details of the geographical location of ticks in the UK was given but the problems 
were thought to be mainly in high moorlands. 

However, scientists working on the largest study of ticks in dogs have now found that almost one third of dogs 
checked at random across the UK were carrying a tick. A geographical map is available from the following link: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-37252925 

As can be seen, using the ‘online tool’ Derbyshire is considered to be a low to medium risk area but Yorkshire, and 
Nottinghamshire are medium risk. East Anglia, all the West Country, and the North of Scotland are high risk. 

Ticks are second only to mosquitoes for carrying disease to humans. Lyme disease, also known as borreliosis, is 
caused by tick bites. The bushcraft expert Ray Mears is a victim of Lyme disease. There is no vaccine and the best 
defence is not to get bitten. Symptoms include fatigue, rashes, and other debilitating conditions that last for a long 
time without treatment.  
The second best defence is to be ‘tick aware’. Wearing long trousers or socks and carrying out checks for ticks and 
bites is a start. There are only 2 safe ways to remove a tick, using fine tipped tweezers, or a tick removal tool. Do not 
squeeze them, twist them, or use lighted cigarette ends. 

Please do your own research and be aware. 

www.bada-uk.org (The site is still available but not updated.) 

Another tick 
For many years the group has been trying to get improvements made to the surface condition of Holymoorside and 
Walton FP16 which runs from Slate Pit Dale (off Matlock Rd) to Stanedge golf course from where there are fine views 
across the town. There’s a connecting path through the woods to Holymoorside village. 

Often this path, was impassable, and at other times described as a ‘vertical bog’’. The problem stemmed from a 
spring flowing down the path, inadequate and often blocked drainage, and wandering highland cattle. 

After reports from 2012 and no progress one member finally served a legal notice on Derbyshire County Council 
(DCC), forcing them to admit their liability. This culminated in them setting aside up to £25k this year to resolve the 
issue. 

We are pleased to say the work has now been completed with a deep ditch and a hard surface provided. It’s a pity 
the old stiles have not been replaced and we wait to see how the work copes with a heavy downpour. 

However, it’s a big tick in our achievements. 

More ticks 
The amount spent on Walton FP16 is dwarfed by the proposed amount to be spent this year by DCC on extending 
the Hipper Valley Greenway from Somersall Lane to Holymoorside.  The primary objective of the proposed upgrade, 
which uses existing footpaths, is to create a safe cycle route to Brookfield School. 

We welcome these plans, as the existing riverside paths are often very muddy, but the plans cost a projected £200k. 
They’ve also taken about 4 years so far in the planning. 

http://www.chesterfieldramblers./
http://www.chesterfieldramblers./
http://ogstonbirdclub.us12.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=17fe49ccc3b28fa30b80ea37a&id=e7d34111e0&e=28ddf02609
www.bada-uk.org


Meanwhile, the new cycle route (Greenway) from B&Q, Derby Rd, to Chesterfield Railway Station officially opens on 
Friday this week. This route crosses 4 main roads with 2016/17 costs, largely for new or existing bridges, of up to 
£250k alone. The route is available to walkers. 

This driving force was the Chesterfield Cycling Strategy, adopted by DCC, with pedestrians being an afterthought.  

This year DCC is considering the ‘potential of developing and implementing a Derbyshire Walking Strategy’. 

Some would say ‘About time!’ 

DCC Service Plan 2016/17 – Economy, Transport, and Environment Department, www.derbyshire.gov.uk 

And finally cross (roads) 
The implications of the DCC financial cuts as far as the path network and its maintenance is concerned remain 
unclear but more should be known this month. 

In recent months group volunteers have spent many hours purely providing maintenance clearing up and 
overgrowth. Little has been done by way of the preferred improvements. 

What has been completed has only been possible due to the support of a dedicated Ranger and the provision of 
transport, tools, and equipment on site. Often sites would be inaccessible without such support. 

We await DCC proposals accordingly. In the absence of a workable volunteer policy and support the amount 
volunteers can do in future will be seriously curtailed. 

Clearly this does not bode well for local paths. 

Proposals go to the DCC Cabinet on 20 September for approval. The Review of Countryside Service is restricted 
access but the proposals for Tapton Lock and Hayfield Visitor Centre are publicly available. 
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