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Opportunity knocks 
No, this is not a flash back to the past but a call to all interested readers. 

The group’s AGM takes place on Saturday 29 October, 2016, commencing at 10.00 a.m. The venue is the Public 
Lecture theatre at Chesterfield Main Library. 

All members are welcome, + guests, and refreshments will be provided. The formal business which we do not 
anticipated will be protracted, will be followed by a film review of the year’s events compiled by Mel Hardy, and 
accompanied by music. 

At the time of writing the film classification has not yet been determined but, we understand, parental guidance is 
recommended. This is especially so if you were not aware that photos were being taken when you were doing 
something you perhaps shouldn’t. 

In the formal business the 3 required officers of Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer must be filled. It is understood 
existing post holders will be standing for re-election but there is nothing to prevent others standing making the 
elections contested. 

We also need to fill all the other roles which enable the Group to function including membership secretary, footpath 
(+ countryside) secretary, programme co-ordinator, publicity secretary, and Area Council delegates. Existing post 
holders are believed to be open for re-election but some posts remain vacant. 

A Group of our membership is entitled to 2 seats on the SYNED Area Council. We currently have 2 vacancies. We also 
have representation in the Derbyshire Area Council but again nothing formal has been arranged. In each case all that 
is involved is attending quarterly evening meetings with regional colleagues, in Sheffield, and Belper respectively. 

We usually have observer representatives to avoid being left in the dark but formal delegates would be welcome. 
This could be a stepping stone to attending the yearly Ramblers General Council as a delegate (or as a guest) if one 
wished. The 2017 General Council is in Southampton. 

Anyway, please turn up, stand, vote, and enjoy. And please rem ember the words of John Donne – the bell tolls for 
thee perhaps this AGM. 

 

Derbyshire changes 

 
As all residents will know Derbyshire County Council (DCC) is short of money. Any appearance to the contrary, such 
as spending over £1m to build 4 bridges from B&Q to the railway station for cyclists, and taking Chesterfield Borough 
Council to court (a judicial review in November) for having the temerity to vote twice unanimously to join Sheffield 
City region, are distractions. 

In consequence of the financial shortage the budget available to Countryside Service (in its 75th year) and Rights of 
Way has been drastically reduced. 

There are less RoW Inspectors, less Rangers, and Hayfield Visitor Centre is being closed amongst other things. The 
backlog of reported path faults increases and long standing obstructed paths remain obstructed despite much 
pressure from us. 

Representatives of all the Derbyshire Ramblers Groups met the Manager of Countryside Service, and the Head of the 
RoW Unit to voice our concerns. We are doing all we can to keep paths open and available for use despite the wet 
summer weather causing vegetation to grow like crazy. 
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The Derbyshire Ramblers collectively are responding to the DCC proposals and will press the case for pedestrians. 
We pointed out that cycling must now take second place, as the first holiday our new Prime Minister went on since 
taking office was a country walking holiday. Unfortunately, the country was Switzerland where she was pictured on 
the front pages complete with walking poles. It could have been the country around here but perhaps she heard of 
the obstructed paths. 

Please join the footpath activists in pressing for the promotion of the easiest cheapest most beneficial form of 
exercise, walking, to be promoted. 

 On your bike Boris! 

 

50th Anniversary Celebrations 
2017 is the Groups 50th Anniversary year. A number of events are planned but details at present are limited. 

There will be a ceilidh on 13 May 2017, in Staveley, as the main social event – please put this in your diary now. 
More details to follow. 

Other possible events include a festival of short walks (Group not council organised), a parish initiative including the 
welcome sight of PIPPA, and our usual participation in the Annual Area Walking Festival. 

The latter will include new West to East, and North to South Walks of our catchment patch to ensure all parts are 
visited as well as the customary Round Walk. 

Don’t ask what happened. Please get involved and make them happen. Talk to any committee member – once you 
know who they are. 

 

Lost, Missing, or just Confused Ways? 
There have been many words spoken, and much written about ‘lost ways’, but on investigating most turn out to be 
just ‘missing’ and the only certainty is confusion. 

Each Group should have a copy of an excellent book ‘Rights of Way – Restoring the Record’ issued by Bucks and 
Wadey from the British Horse Riders Society. Some Derbyshire members have attended training sessions given by 
them for the Ramblers in which they relate how to check historical records for ‘lost ‘paths. 

If you don’t know what we’re talking about, please keep up. Any historical paths shown on maps prior to 1954, will 
be unable to be claimed as public rights of way after 2026 to give certainty to land owners. 

You can still claim paths based on 20 years of continuous unfettered use after that year. 

Some are missing by virtue of drafting errors or omissions in transferring records to the latest digital version of the 
Working Copy of the Definitive Map of public rights of way. 

To illustrate the latter 2 short paths have just been added to the digital map in Temple Normanton (bringing the 
grand parish total to 8 – 1 of which is a long standing obstruction) because they had simply been forgotten about. 
PRoW status was granted in 1961 when a road was stopped up near the A617 bypass and this has just come to light 
in a formerly darkened room in Matlock! 

Others will have been overlooked on the transfer from the original map to the digital representation available 

 (Chesterfield FP187) was initially off the digital map until a member spotted the error). 

To try and cut through the confusion a flow chart has been drafted and is now being trialled by the Group to filter 
path suggestions submitted. 2 paths are in the process of being ‘claimed’ using different methods. 

Please get involved. We really need a grid square by grid square approach of our patch – for that we need a few 
interested people.  

At the end of it all you may be able to point to a line on an OS map and say ‘that’s there because of something I did’. 

How many people can say that? 

As the now recognised great philosopher Winnie the Pooh said ‘It’s best to know what you’re looking for before you 
look for it’. A A Milne. 

 

 

 



Planning a walk?  
If you’re planning a walk you may find the following web sites of assistance: - 

http://places.walkinginfo.co.uk 

This site gives parking details based on reports by Ramblers from around the country together with a ‘star’ rating 
system. 

www.gridreferencefinder.com 

No need for you to work out details, just drop a pin on the map, right click, and you get 6 digit grid references + post 
codes. 

 

New Members 
Since the last full Issue, the Group has been joined by Sharon Bull, Andrew Smart, Bob Linacre, and Nicola Tonge, all 
from Chesterfield, G & L Gibson and R & J Phillips from Wingerworth, Steven and Lorraine Wood, Rowsley, Richard 
Butt, Chesterfield, and Pam Martin, Staveley, and Frances Mann, Cutthorpe 

Please make them all welcome. 

 

Green Lanes Consultations + Newsletters 
There are a number of consultation currently going on in Derbyshire, some being undertaken by DCC, and some by 
the Peak Park Authority. 

The best place to be kept informed of the current situation is by looking at www.pdgla.org.uk 

Please peruse the list if open consultations which include Hurstclough Lane, Bamford, Washgate on the 
Derbyshire/Staffordshire border, and Derby Lane, Monyash and if you know the lanes in question, register any 
objections you have. Thank you. 

 

Forthcoming events and meetings 
22 -30 October 2016: Derwent Valley Discovery Days 2016. Lots of events of interest. See derwentvalleymills.org or 
look on Facebook or Twitter. You may need to book. 

29 October 2016: Group AGM at Chesterfield Main Library, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 

14-20 November 2016: Next phase of national Pathwatch. Details to follow. 

21 November 2016: ACRoW & SYNED Area meetings in Sheffield 

9 December 2016: Meeting of DADLAF. Venue t.b.a. 

17 December 2016 to 8 January 2017: Ramblers National Festival of Winter Walks 

11 January 2017: Derbyshire Area Area Council meeting in Belper at 07.30 p.m. 

21 January 2017: Derbyshire Area AGM at west Hallam Village Hall, organized by Erewash Group. The AGM will be 
preceded by a short walk – details to follow. 

28 January 2017: SYNED Area AGM at Bradfield Village Hall, Sheffield, S6 6LB to be organised by Sheffield 40’s 
Group. AGM preceded by a 5 – 6 mile walk. Details to follow. 

28 January 2017: Derbyshire Area AGM. Erewash Group is host. West Hallam Village Hall, Ilkeston. Further details to 
follow. 

6 February 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

27 February 2017: St John First Aid certificates expire. 

6 – 14 May 2017: Chesterfield Area Walking Festival 

11 May 2017: 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Group. 

13 May 2017: 50th Anniversary Ceilidh. Details to follow. 

5 June 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

4 September 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

http://places.walkinginfo.co.uk/
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20 November 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield 

27 January 2018: SYNED AGM to be organized by Rotherham Metro Group 

 

 

E&OE. 

 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company 
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