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AGM Report 2016 
The Group AGM took place on Saturday 29 October 2016 in the public lecture theatre of Chesterfield Main Library. 
As there was nothing controversial on the agenda attendance was low at a still creditable 33. 

All the 3 officers of Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer, David Moore, John Graham, and Gavin Johns were re-elected 
without opposition. The same applied to existing committee members prepared to continue, and the Accounts 
Examiner. 

 The committee members therefore comprise Geoff Birkinshaw (Membership), Val and Michael Fenton (Programme 
Co-ordinators), Mel Hardy (Footpaths and Countryside), Mike Sims (Footpath Management), John Newrick, Barry 
Whipp, Peter O’Brien, Faith and Tony Parke-Davies. The Accounts examiner is Andrew Milne. 

There are still vacancies for a Publicity Secretary, and 2 Area Council Delegates to SYNED Area. Pro-tem those roles 
will be filled by David Moore and observers but the opportunity is still therefore you in these capacities or just as a 
committee member. 

The Group accounts are healthy with reserves set aside for the Round Walk upkeep and promoted routes. During the 
year we collected and handed to Mountain Rescue and the Air Ambulance (PDMRO & DLRAA respectively) £300 
each. These charities will again benefit this coming year. 

We also received £500 from Ramblers Holidays for those members who took a holiday and nominated us as their 
Group. Thank you very much and please do it again. Importantly tell others it costs them nothing to do so. 

Membership continues to decline from 481 to 454. One of our 3 objectives from the Chairman’s 2015 report was ‘we 
will aim to increase membership’. What went wrong? Why do we hide our lights under a bushel? Does anyone know 
what one is and can we remove it please? 

Yes, we have more competition than other groups but we + P&NFS are the only ones who actively seek to protect 
paths. Others just free ride, or is that walk? The Group goes further by providing over 1300 hours of voluntary labour 
to DCC to maintain and improve paths. We also have a few free-loaders who should be given clear directions, join or 
quit. 

Members will be eligible again for free map reading tuition plus first aid training – priority being given to walk 
leaders and practical work volunteers. 

During the year members reported at least 242 path issues to DCC with 73 resolved. Clearly the situation is 
deteriorating with DCC staff cuts. One major achievement was the re-surfacing of Walton FP16, Slate Pit Dale, after 
much chasing and a S56 notice, which can now be walked without the need for wet suits. 

We continue to report ploughing and cropping obstructions and are launching an initiative with the NFU who are 
well aware of the grants farmers receive for looking after paths. Defra can withhold these from repeat offenders. 

Research on Lost Ways is stepping up a gear but we need more volunteers. There’s only about 499 1km squares to 
check. We’re also continuing to recruit path wardens. All you need to do is wander your local paths and keep an eye 
on them, making reports to us as necessary. 

The formal business was followed by an excellent presentation of photos by Mel covering 2016 to date. 

That’s all for another year. 

Derbyshire Area Annual Report 2016 
Whilst the Group is not part of Derbyshire Area of the Ramblers we do share the same Highway authority, in DCC, 
and they are responsible for the paths we walk. 
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The report is being sent separately and you are welcome to attend their January AGM and/or the preceding walk. 
Why not find out what other groups do, and take advantage of their local routes knowledge? 

Remember, as a member of the ramblers you can walk with any Group in the country. 

 

A View from a Cyclist (also a Rambler) 
 
I am a regular walker and rambler both in the countryside and around Chesterfield and I am also a regular 
cyclist. The cycling is also in the wider area both on road and on the many tracks and trails. 
Both the walking and cycling are both for fun and enjoyment but also for utility reasons i.e. 
shopping, to meetings and general visiting. To complete the picture, I am also a motorist. 
In recent months there have been regular moans in newsletters and letters to the editor in the Derbyshire 
Times about the road works and 'waste of money' relating to any new infrastructure on which cyclists are 
allowed to use but prohibited for motorists.  
Such comments used to annoy me but now I just smile to myself and think that the letter writer and 
moaners just don't understand. The rambler's newsletter has a similar approach/ comments about new 
routes.  
I struggle to understand this as any new route that can be cycled on can also be walked along and ramblers 
should understand this.  
These new routes should be celebrated and encourage sustainable forms of getting around. Take the new 
link to the station that has recently been opened. I use this on a very regular basis and I see more walkers 
than cyclists and it does provide a very useful traffic free link across Chesterfield.  
Yes, it does seem expensive but most of the finance came via Sustrans which is effectively from central 
government. DCC had to contribute a reasonable amount of matched funding. 
If the project had not been built the Sustrans money would have gone to other parts of the country and 
not spent on rural footpaths in Derbyshire. 
 This is probably also true for the DCC contribution as it would have been absorbed into general DCC funds. 
Motorists should also be happy as money is still spent on roads but if more people walk or cycle it will 
remove car journeys and so there will be smaller queues and make their journey quicker. 
In the near future the upgraded route from Somersall Lane to Holymoorside and a route going south to the 
Avenue site will be completed and be suitable for both walkers and cyclists. 
The Ramblers should support these new routes and not moan about them. 
Ramblers continue to apply pressure on DCC to keep the level of support for footpaths as high as possible 
even though funding via the Countryside Service keeps being reduced.  
As a cyclist I fully support this as part of sustainable transport and so do groups like Transition. 
Let’s all work and support each other. 
Chris Allen 
Chair of Chesterfield Cycle Campaign. 

 

PDGLA 
The October 2016 newsletter of PDGLA is available on request from cnedra@btinternet.com or directly from 
www.pdgla.org.uk 

This newsletter contains details of a current consultation on a possible Traffic Restriction Order (TRO) on Jacob’s 
Ladder, in Stoney Middleton.  

This is well known to many of us and you are urged to complete the consultation available by a link in their 
newsletter by the deadline of 12 December 2016. 
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Footpath News 
It may be winter but path work does not stop for Group Volunteers. 

On the practical front we have just completed 2 minor diversions around full width cattle grids on Wingerworth FP4 
near Stone Edge. This sounds a small job but it required a small bridge being constructed, and 2 large agricultural 
gates being installed. 

More recently we have commenced the clearance of 2 paths (Eckington FP41/42) behind the former Ridgeway Craft 
Centre. The site has just been visited by Nicky Philpott from Central Office plus a Daily Telegraph reporter in 
connection with Pathwatch. 

We anticipate an article + photos in the Telegraph shortly. We were commended for our efforts even though the 
work will not be finished until next week, weather permitting. 

We continue to monitor planning application, and respond to consultations on possible diversions and other 
Countryside Service changes. Also to review District and Borough Council Plans currently under review. 

We are trying hard to ensure that Rights of Way are not adversely affected by DCC budget cuts and that practical 
work volunteers can continue to operate effectively. 

As mentioned earlier to try and stem the obstructions by unnecessary ploughing, the illegal ploughing of headland 
paths, failure to reinstate paths after ploughing, and crops, we have arranged a meeting with the NFU County 
Adviser to explain our views. As farmers receive grants for looking after paths and hedgerows we hope we can get 
them to persuade their few non conformers to play by the rules. 

GPS Walks Library 
It will not be long before you get that tap on the shoulder asking you if you are prepared to lead any walks in our 
Summer 2017 programme. 

This will be an important year for the Group as it’s our 50th Anniversary. We therefore want a comprehensive 
programme to demonstrate we’re still a strong active organisation. 

If you’re struggling for route ideas why not look at the online GPS Walk Library available from our website. These 
give GPS traces of previous Group walks complete with mileage, ascent, and descent. Scroll down the right hand side 
of the home page and you’ll find about 50 routes recorded already 

 

Forthcoming events and meetings 
9 December 2016: Meeting of DADLAF.  

17 December 2016 to 8 January 2017: Ramblers National Festival of Winter Walks 

11 January 2017: Derbyshire Area Area Council meeting in Belper at 07.30 p.m. 

19 January 2017: Group Committee Meeting, St Thomas Centre, Chesterfield 

21 January 2017: Derbyshire Area AGM at West Hallam Village Hall, organized by Erewash Group. The AGM will be 
preceded by a short walk – 4 miles from the village hall at 10.30 a.m. 

28 January 2017: SYNED Area AGM at Bradfield Village Hall, Sheffield, S6 6LB at 2.00 p.m.to be organised by 
Sheffield 40’s Group. AGM preceded by a 5 – 6 mile walk from the village hall. AGM Speaker = Roly Smith, SYNED 
President, on Re-wetting of the Moors + the Clarion Ramblers Project. 

28 January 2017: Derbyshire Area AGM. Erewash Group is host. West Hallam Village Hall, Ilkeston. Further details to 
follow. 

6 February 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

16 February 2017: Group Committee Meeting 

27 February 2017: St John First Aid certificates expire. 

16March 2017: Group Committee Meeting +monthly thereafter 

22 April 2017: Spirit of Kinder Event, 2.00 p.m. at Edale Village Hall 

6 – 14 May 2017: Chesterfield Area Walking Festival 

11 May 2017: 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Group. 

13 May 2017: 50th Anniversary Ceilidh. Details to follow. 



5 June 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

4 September 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

20 November 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield 

27 January 2018: SYNED AGM to be organized by Rotherham Metro Group 

 

E&OE. 
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