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Short Walks, step up a gear 
 
We have run about a dozen short morning walks through this year. Some have been in the walks booklet - others 
have been added at more short notice on Walksfinder, accessible from our website at chesterfieldramblers.com.  
 
It's intended to continue this programme through 2017.  
 
Why are we doing this?  
 
There are two reasons. Although we have one of the most comprehensive walks programmes in the country and aim 
to cater for all demands, there is a bit of an unfilled gap for those who prefer a more leisurely stroll of around 4 
miles, with an option perhaps sometimes of a more formal refreshment stop.  
 
Such walks could also appeal to potential members. Walking for Health, sponsored by the Ramblers, caters officially 
for walks of up to 90 minutes, but this is insufficient for those who would like a little extra.  

Our walks in 2016 have concentrated on places such as Hardwick, Chatsworth, the Chesterfield Canal, Linacre, 
Holmesfield, Clay Cross, Handley, as well as Chesterfield - and have catered for both car and bus users.  
 
We'd be interested in anyone prepared to lead a morning walk in 2017, particularly in areas such as Clay Cross, 
Bolsover, Eckington, and Dronfield.  
 
Walk days can be variable, although Thursdays and Fridays are preferable to avoid any clash with existing groups. 
You pick the day, start time (suggested after 10.15 a.m.), and route. Stile free routes or flattish surfaces are good for 
some e.g. Trails, Canal towpaths but local interest ones with a greater degree of difficulty are fine. 
 
Whether leading or walking you'll be very welcome on morning walks in 2017.  

If you are prepared to lead a short walk please notify cnedra@btinternet.com in the near future to enable us to have 
a separate section in the summer Walks Programme. Thanks. 

David Moore, 

Group Chairman 

Footpath News 
This coming week sees Ramblers tackling people, not awkward stiles, and hostile brambles. 

It’s just some of the unseen work that Ramblers engage in to keep paths in Derbyshire open and available for us to 
all who want them. That’s why they are called public rights of way. 

On Tuesday Group representatives are meeting with the Allison Thomas, DCC Service Director, Economy, Transport, 
and Communities and Dean Collins, DCC Cabinet Member for Highways Transport and Infrastructure. 

The primary objective of the meeting is to seek resolution of some long obstructed paths in North East Derbyshire. 
Despite a statutory duty to keep paths open and available in these cases DCC has clearly failed. 
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Simply put we want them to fulfil their obligations and we want the DCC political masters to be aware of the serious 
backlogs, in various departments, concerning the administration of matters affecting public rights of way. 

Decisions to make cuts have already been made meaning there will be less RoW Inspectors, and less Countryside 
Service staff available to assist. And yet they were already failing in their statutory duties. 

Secondly, we are seeking to ensure the footpath practical teams are properly supported by Rangers to enable them 
to continue to function. 

On Thursday Ramblers from across Derbyshire are meeting with the Derbyshire NFU County Adviser to discuss 
ploughing and cropping obstructions, and what can be done to prevent them. We hope the NFU will be able to 
reduce the problem at source by reminding their members of the grants they receive for maintain paths and 
protecting hedgerows etc. 

But it’s not all jaw, jaw as we will be back to saw, saw, soon enough continuing to maintain and improve paths. 
Despite it being December and at the Northern extremity of Derbyshire we have already replaced 2 awkward ladder 
stiles, and 1 old stile, with wicket gates near the Bochum Parkway. Further improvements in this tip of Eckington 
parish, and elsewhere, are in train. 

PIPPA steps out too, 
The Group has introduced PIPPA to all the 24 parishes in North East Derbyshire. PIPPA is an acronym for Pride in 
Parish Paths Awards. 

We’re seeking to encourage all parishes to take more interest in their paths, make them known to locals and visitors 
alike, report faults, and to make recommendations to improve local paths. We have reminded them of the DCC 
Grants available and asked how much they spent last year. 

Whilst the Grants are under review increased parish involvement could help to offset some of the cuts made by DCC. 

At the end of the year we will be highlighting those parishes that have shown pride in their parish paths. 

At present this is purely NE Derbyshire as we do not have sufficient parish wardens in the Bolsover District Council 
area. If you live there, and can assist, please let us know. 

Training anyone? 
As previously indicated we will be arranging first aid certificate courses again early in 2017, Priority will be given to 
walk leaders, and those involved in practical work, but this is available to all interested members – with a limit on 
participants. 

If your existing certificate expires shortly, please confirm you wish to participate in a course leading to a new 3-year 
certificate. 

We are also prepared to arrange training for new walk leaders (and any existing ones that need a refresher), on map 
reading and navigation. 

No dates are arranged yet but if you are interested in either please contact cnedra@btinternet.com 

Another useful website 
If you’re wanting a quick look at where you may be going the Geograph Britain and Ireland Project may be just the 
thing. The aim is to collect geographically representative photographs and information for every grid reference 
square kilometre.  

(If your map has a scale of 1:25000 then each square shown is 1km by 1km. The grid reference is shortened to 4 
digits, the first 2 from the longitude (bottom grid) and the second from the latitude (right hand scale. So, 
Chesterfield Railway Station is usually shown in our programme as SK388714*, but for the 1km square its SK3871. 
The square also contains the Crooked Spire. 

So far 276,279 squares have been contributed. These cover 83.2% of the total squares. Useful for us is you can look 
for specific features e.g. footpaths. 

Anyone can take part in the project and registration to do so is free. 

 * You can confirm this by using www.gridreferencefinder.com printed in News Flash V2 2 in October 2016. 

www.geograph.org.uk 
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Why January? 
Janus was the Roman God of doors and passageways. Being very skilled Janus was credited with the ability to be able 
to look backwards (into the old year) and forwards (into the new year) at the same time. Representations usually 
show Janus as having two faces. 

I -spy book of Gods – Sir Cliff Richard. 

Don’t forget the Greeks 
Hippocrates, was also very clever, and is known as the Father of Medicine. Despite living about 2500 years ago he 
already knew that ‘Walking is man’s best medicine’. 

Why has DCC and others forgotten the benefits of walking? Why are they unaware of the staggering obesity levels in 
Derbyshire, and the fact that nearly half of men and a third of women aged 50 to 70 are overweight in terms of their 
body mass. 

Diabetes UK are calling for people to eat a healthy diet and to move more.  Walking is free and easily available to 
nearly all. It should be the starting point of most exercise. 

The Times 9 December 2016. 

p.s. Even though Hippocrates was very clever he didn’t urn much and consequently used a lot of Oaths. 

Hands up 
The AGM season continues with both SYNED and Derbyshire areas having their AGM’s in January. If you are able 
please attend, get involved, put your hand up to learn how to get more involved, and please don’t just sit on them. 

Virtually all Ramblers meetings are open to observers and those who want to influence matters. 

Forthcoming events and meeting 
17 December 2016 to 8 January 2017: Ramblers National Festival of Winter Walks 

11 January 2017: Derbyshire Area Area Council meeting in Belper at 07.30 p.m. 

19 January 2017: Group Committee Meeting, St Thomas Centre, Chesterfield 

21 January 2017: Derbyshire Area AGM at West Hallam Village Hall, organized by Erewash Group. The AGM will be 
preceded by a short walk – 4 miles from the village hall at 10.30 a.m. 

28 January 2017: SYNED Area AGM at Bradfield Village Hall, Sheffield, S6 6LB at 2.00 p.m.to be organised by 
Sheffield 40’s Group. AGM preceded by a 5 – 6 mile walk from the village hall. AGM Speaker = Roly Smith, SYNED 
President, on Re-wetting of the Moors + the Clarion Ramblers Project. 

6 February 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

16 February 2017: Group Committee Meeting 

27 February 2017: St John First Aid certificates expire. 

16March 2017: Group Committee Meeting +monthly thereafter 

22 April 2017: Spirit of Kinder Event, 2.00 p.m. at Edale Village Hall 

6 – 14 May 2017: Chesterfield Area Walking Festival 

11 May 2017: 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Group. 

13 May 2017: 50th Anniversary Ceilidh. Details to follow. 

5 June 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

4 September 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

20 November 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield 

E&OE. 
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