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2017. Watershed or Waterfall? 
This year is a significant year for the Group and for walkers in Derbyshire and beyond. 

As is well known it is the 50th Anniversary of the foundation of the Group in May 1967. A number of events are 
planned including a Ramblers equivalent of ‘Beating the Bounds’ with guided walks taking place from our North, 
South, West, and East boundaries converging on Chesterfield. These walks form part of the Chesterfield Area 
Walking Festival – booklets and a website from the local councils giving details of the full programme will be 
available at the usual outlets shortly. 

The Group is also organising a ceilidh to take place in Staveley on 13 May 2017. Again further details will follow once 
known. 

Other events may well take place but these rely on members volunteering to take the lead in organisation and 
preparation. If you can assist in any way, please contact any member of the Group Committee as per your walks 
programme booklet. 

Our foundation is walking related activities and to do that you need public paths to be maintained and, where 
possible, improved. Like all other Highway Authorities DCC is under severe financial pressure. Decisions have been 
made to reduce the number of Rights of Way Inspectors and the number of Countryside Service Rangers. The full 
impact of this will not be known until the beginning of April. 

We await detailed plans from DCC on how they can make greater use of volunteers from Parish Councils, for 
instance, and volunteer groups like our Group FP Practical work team. 

Whilst not much is visible the Group Committee has been active in trying to keep the paths with meetings having 
taken place with DCC, some parish councils, the NFU, and other Derbyshire Ramblers and other walking groups. 

Time will tell but the best way to keep the situation under control is to walk the paths, and report any difficulties 
experienced to DCC. This can be by email but the most effective way is via the DCC online reporting facility which 
allows you to pin point the problem on a map and provide a single photograph.  

The Summer Walks programme from 1 April to 30 September 2017 is already under preparation. This appears to be 
as comprehensive as ever. The printed programme will be sent to all members around the beginning of March. All 
the walks will also appear on the national Walks finder, as time permits, accessible from our own Group web site. 
Walk Organisers and Leaders are asked to check the details shown and report any errors or omissions to 
cnedra@btinternet.com. 

The year is a watershed year, a dividing line, from which changes of direction occur. If it becomes waterfall we need 
to try and ensure it flows in the direction, we want. We believe that is activities which support the original and most 
used sustainable form of transport – walking. We must try hard to achieve our objectives of protecting, maintaining, 
improving and promoting the use of public paths. 

In so doing we must strive to retain our existing membership and reverse the slow decline in numbers as more 
members are needed more than ever in these difficult times. 

If you need any assistance in how to report path problems please contact our Group Footpath Secretary, Mel Hardy, 
whose details are shown in the walks programme. 

Forthcoming events and meeting 
16 February 2017: Group Committee Meeting – open to all members. St Thomas Church, Chatsworth Rd @ 7.00 p.m. 

27 February 2017: St John First Aid certificates expire. 

16 March 2017: Group Committee Meeting +monthly thereafter 
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22 April 2017: Spirit of Kinder Event, 2.00 p.m. at Edale Village Hall 

29 April 2017: Ramblers Derbyshire Rights of Way Committee – The Saints Parish Centre, Chesterfield – 10.30 a.m. 

3 May 2017: Derbyshire Area Council meeting at the Herbert Strutt Community Centre, Belper – 7.30 p.m 

6 – 14 May 2017: Chesterfield Area Walking Festival 

11 May 2017: 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Group. 

13 May 2017: 50th Anniversary Ceilidh. Details to follow. 

5 June 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

4 September 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield. 

20 November 2017: ACRoW and SYNED Area Council meetings in Sheffield 

E&OE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company 
registration number: 4458492. Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Registered office: 2nd 
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