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2017 Walking Festival Report 
There was a total of 66 walks on offer this May and collectively they attracted 1296 participants, a slight increase on 
2016. This is a continuing trend.  A majority were free but 6, offered by others, charged modest amounts. As in the 
previous 11 years support for the Festival was provided by DCC, CBC, BDC, and NEDDC in varying degrees. 

13 walks were advertised in our name with a further 7 led by our Affiliates, or members on behalf of other 
organisations. 501 participated in these walks with numbers attending ranging from 9 to 50 (on a Wingerworth 
walk). 

The Chesterfield Round Walk was completed for the 12th consecutive year, led by Mel Hardy. 41 set out on the 34-
mile route with 36 completing the full circuit in under 12 hours. Many attendees on this have become regulars and 
friends coming from a wide area.  All enjoy the finish! 

Our services are offered free but a voluntary collection is made for the Mountain Rescue Organisation (PDMRO) and 
the Local Air Ambulance (DLRAA). Once again over £600 was received to be shared equally by these great 
organisations. 

DCC and the other councils were pleased with the Festival which attracts guests and visitors, some staying for parts 
of the week. They hope to be organising another one next year, staff resources willing. However, the Canal Trust for 
one, are considering organising a Canal related walking festival later next year. 

We’re disappointed with the amount of publicity gained but Derbyshire Times seem to have lost interest in reporting 
local issues, using material provided only when they have space. 

We thank the walk leaders, back markers, and support volunteers, particularly on the Round.  

We are also exceedingly grateful to The White Hart at Calow, the Peak Edge Hotel at Stone Edge, and Leslie at 
Martin’s Lane stables, who offer car parking, morning refreshments and snacks, and a ‘banquet’ respectively. Please 
support the hostelries when you can, in appreciation. 

Congratulations and thanks to all. 

Area information 

The Group is a member of the SYNED Area of the Ramblers and delegates attend quarterly meetings to give and 
receive information. The following are short notes on the 5 June meeting in Sheffield: - 

Central Office has now appointed an Area Support Officer for the North of England, Diane Simcoe. She will attend 
the next meeting to exchange information. 

Central Office has also appointed a Disputes and Complaints Officer, Tanya Kynaston, to ensure any complaints 
made by members are properly dealt with. 

A large amount has been earmarked from a recent legacy (Ivy Cowan) to investigate the possibility of a 
museum/display of early rambling material e.g. Sheffield Clarion, and G H B Ward detail, at Longshaw in association 
with the National Trust. 

The Area will also donate a small quantity of the new publication ‘Clarion Call – Sheffield’s Access Pioneers’ by Dave 
Sissons, Terry Howard, and Roly Smith to each main library in the Area for their Local Information sections. 

The PDMRO was offered up to £2250 to purchase a defibrillator. This was circulated to their member rescue 
organisations and accepted by Edale Mountain Rescue. 
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The Area is also paying for 3 Peak and Northern Signs oft seen when out and about. £480 of the cost comes from a 
collection at the funeral of one of our early members, Roy Cannon, and £420 from the Ivy Cowan Legacy. At least 1 
of the signs will be in NE Derbyshire. They will acknowledge the source of the funding. 

Central Office seem more willing to accept mountain bike use on footpaths than most users around here probably 
would like. This is especially if the path is over 2 metres wide. They seem to need enlightenment on the PRoW laws 
and the need for land owner consent. 

Our Group requested funding to revive the Mosborough Round Walk which is now mostly in Sheffield City area with 
the Moss Valley, Ford etc. left In Derbyshire. A grant of up to £300 was agreed for way mark purchase. This is subject 
to SCC agreeing to the proposal, and joint working of FP Volunteers from both groups as required. 

Plans for an East Chesterfield Way are progressing. 3 routes between Chesterfield and Bolsover are on Ramblers 
Routes, with 1 being published so far, 1 in the later stages of checking (by a Sheffield Group member) pre-publication 
and 1 awaiting checking. Once all 3 are available we hope the routes will be used by members leading to selection of 
a preferred route which will get greater attention/publicity. This will compliment the Round, and South Chesterfield 
Way – Chesterfield to Clay Cross. 

 The North Chesterfield Way, and Drone Valley Way both between Dronfield and Chesterfield are already available 
and well used. These were set up and are maintained by our Affiliates, Dronfield Footpaths and Bridleways Society 
(DF&BS). 

Up to £2500 has been agreed to fund a hard surface on Staveley FP69 to make this path useable by the less mobile. 
This is in conjunction with the Chesterfield Canal Trust. The path is by the canal from Constitution Hill to the stone 
arch bridge at the foot of Mill Green. Earlier our Group donated £500 to DCC to help ‘bridge the gap’ literally on 
Staveley FP67 over the new Canal line. This donation is to be recognised by a suitable plaque the bridge. 

The lack of standard technology use by Groups e.g. web sites, social media presence etc. was discussed and this may 
lead to the forum for IT specialists to support each other. 

Rotherham Group and Dearne Valley Group are organising an Autumn Walking Festival and will seek some Area 
financial support for the printed leaflets. There is no council involvement in this festival. 

Finally, all Area, and Group meetings are open to members to attend as observers. Minutes can be requested when 
they become available. The next Group Meeting is 5 June at St Thomas, Chatsworth Rd, commencing at 7.00 p.m. 
The next SYNED meeting (preceded by an ACRoW meeting) is in the Quaker Meeting House, Sheffield on 4 
September commencing at 6.30p.m. We also attend the Derbyshire Area meeting as observers. Their next meeting is 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Strutt Centre, in Belper. The next RDROWC Meeting is in The Saints Café, Chesterfield on 15 July 
starting at 10.30 a.m. 

Be warned, if you attend any of these meetings you may become addicted. 

Derbyshire County Council and the use of Ramblers Volunteers. 
Following the report in the April Newsflash under the title ‘Pause or Stop’ the various FP volunteers across the 
county remain ‘awaiting a call’. Our Group alone has regularly contributed 125 hours a month, over a good number 
of years, but DCC seem unable to realise what they have lost. 

Negotiations are continuing to ensure proper DCC support is provided to keep paths open and in good condition. 
Other Highway Authorities seize the opportunity to work with dedicated experienced volunteers but DCC 
concentrate resources elsewhere. 

Contact has been made with the new Councillors and we hope some common sense will be injected – one way or 
another. Volunteering is one of the Aims of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan after all. 

More to follow. 

Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy – a big step forward? 
Ramblers say ‘Walking should be the easy choice for any type of journey’. 

Accordingly, they welcome the first ever Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy (CWIS) for England and Wales 
published recently by the Department for Transport. Details are on the national web site but locally we need to 
ensure that not all the funding is determined by the desires of the cyclists with walkers being an afterthought. 
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Yes, we can use Greenways, but Greenway is not a legal status (it’s a Natural England monicker for multi user motor 
vehicle free route) and they should be dedicated as a Bridleway (or Footpaths with a cycling concession) to give legal 
protection. It would also ensure future funding for maintenance. 

So far, despite the promise in the original DCC East Derbyshire Greenway Strategy not a single Greenway has been 
dedicated. 

Meanwhile Hipper Valley 3 – Somersall to Holymoorside, Arkwright – around the new Composter plant, and Clowne 
Branch line (all 7.4kms of it) are all in planning limbo for different reasons.  

Article 50 and public access. 
Whilst the Government, and DCC, may have other things on their mind at the moment Ramblers say ‘Public access is 
an essential part of the package of public goods that should be delivered by Government payments to the 
agricultural sector, alongside improvements in bio-diversity, protection for natural resources and caring for 
landscapes and heritage’. 

If you would not pay a supplier for something they don’t provide why do so many walkers accept making payments 
to land owners/farmers when the fail to reinstate paths after ploughing and cropping? 

If you don’t know how to report such paths please ask any member of the Footpath Committee – next meeting on 7 
August at 7.00 p.m. at Holymoorside Village Hall. 

If you want to help people re-connect to the countryside, which is a vital step in helping everyone to be healthy, 
active, and to understand the natural world, being vigilant on PRoW obstructions of all sorts, and reporting them to 
DCC, is a very good start. 

Aggressive dogs 
If you walk along some footpaths you are likely to be met by aggressive dogs. In most cases these are behind fences, 
or chained. 

But there are paths where free running dogs can be quite intimidating. Paths near Stubbing Pond, and Wigley spring 
to mind. 

You have a legal right to walk the paths if they are public rights of way and the dog owners have a duty of care. 

Please report anything you are intimidated or deterred by to DCC. In the event of being attacked or bitten the 
incident needs to be reported to the police and a case number allocated. The more reports made the more likely 
action will be taken by them. Some dog owners have already been given the equivalent of aa yellow card. 

Step Walks 
Our summer programme of ‘Step’ walks is well under way and we are attracting both senior members wanting 
shorter easier walks, and potential new members wanting to ‘try us out’. 

In some ways, there is a clash of interests as new recruits may wish to go faster, but the aim is to give them a base 
level to start from, and the opportunity to ask questions. They will find longer, harder walks aplenty elsewhere in the 
programme. 

We need some easy paced, similar walks of around 3 to 5 miles for the winter programme. Please make any offers to 
cnedra@btinternet.com. 

You choose the day, time, and location, to fit around your own availability, and the rest of our programme. 

Please help us to get these walks, and some newer people, established. Thanks. 

Extra Walks 

Additional walks to the printed programme you receive keep being added on a regular basis. These are added to the 
national Walks Finder list, available from our own web site, as they arise. To make it obvious the title is preceded by 
EXTRA. 

In addition, sometimes amendments, and cancellations are necessary. These are amended on the same system 
which is the best place to get the latest full walks programme. 
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Affiliates 
The following are Affiliate walking groups of the Ramblers in Derbyshire with in excess of 100 members each: - 

Allestree Ramblers 

Derby Nomads 

Dronfield Footpaths and Bridleways Society 

Sadly, Derbyshire Footpaths Preservation Society, which created the Centenary Way (to commemorate their own 
centenary), recorded on OS maps from Ilkeston to Ashbourne, ceased to exist in 2011. Their reserves were gifted to 
Derbyshire Area when they wound up due mainly to a lack of officers. 

Some of the legacy has been used by the three Derbyshire Groups the Way crosses to revive and improve the route. 
A Ramblers Route has been produced and this is currently being checked pre-publication. The route is 24 miles long 
but can be done in stages. 

Members of Affiliate Groups are not members of the Ramblers but their walking organisation has at least recognised 
the work undertaken by Ramblers to protect, maintain, and improve the RoW network. Many members of Affiliates 
take the next step and join the Ramblers directly too. 

Note that none of the 3 local U3A groups, each of which is independent, are affiliates 

Lost Ways 
This is progressing slowly and many of the suggestions made are not ‘lost ways’ in that they can be claimed as PRoW 
by virtue of 20 years of unfettered public use. That option continues after the 2026 cut-of date for historical 
evidence claims. 

Others have been found to be already available for public use, on foot, but just neglected. One such case is in the 
process of being re-opened with pressure on DCC to clear the line. 

A systematic grid square by grid square approach is to be embarked on by a very few interested members as that is 
the only way to ensure possibilities are being fully considered. 

If you would like to assist in this process, a couple of hours at a time, please advise via cnedra@btinternet.com. 

50th Anniversary 
In our anniversary year a number of events were planned. The 2017 Walking Festival featured boundary to boundary 
linear routes for the first time.  

The Festival booklet showed a 50th anniversary ‘star’ as does our web site. Sadly, the ceilidh was cancelled due to 
poor ticket sales. 

However, we are hopeful of arranging a get together soon and details will follow. 

First Aid 
Earlier this year 12 walk leaders were given a one day training session on Essential First Aid, organised and paid for 
by the Group. 

If you wish to receive similar training please let us know via cnedra@btinternet.com. 

If there is sufficient interest we may be able to arrange another session, Treasurer willing! 

Alphabet Soup 
To save repetition many abbreviations are used in the newsletter. The full details are: - 

ACRoW – (SYNED) Area Council Rights of Way Committee 

BDC – Bolsover District Council. 

BOAT – Byway Open to all Traffic. 

BW – Bridleway. 

CBC – Chesterfield Borough Council. 

DCC- Derbyshire County Council 

DLRAA – Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Rutland Air Ambulance. 

mailto:cnedra@btinternet.com
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DF&BS -Dronfield Footpath and Bridleway Society 

FP – Footpath. 

HA’s – Highway Authorities – responsible for PRoW. 

NEDDC – North East Derbyshire District Council. 

PC’s - Parish Council’s. 

PDGLA – Peak District Green Lanes Association – of which we are affiliates. The term ‘Green lane’ is a term with no 
legal meaning. 

PDMRO – Peak District Mountain Rescue Organisation – An umbrella organisation of 6 local rescue groups. 

P&NFS – Peak and Northern Footpaths Society – of which SYNED is an affiliate. 

PRoW- Public Rights of way. 

RB – restricted Byway. 

RDROWC – Ramblers Derbyshire Rights of Way Committee – attended by Footpath Secretaries of all the Derbyshire 
Groups, irrespective of their Area. 

RoW – Rights of Way. 

SCC- Sheffield City council. 

SYNED – South Yorkshire, North East Derbyshire – all local groups started from the Sheffield base. 

Had enough? 
Newsletters are sent to Group members, and members of other Groups who request it. If you no longer wish to 
receive it please just let us know. 

And Finally 
A member on a Group walk was relaxing at the top of Crowden Clough on the way to Kinder Downfall and eating a 
packet of crisps. To his, and others surprise, he found an envelope containing a new £5 note. 

The crisp producers have a suitable name left to you to work out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
E&OE. 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company 
registration number: 4458492. Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Registered office: 2nd 
floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 


