
1 
 

WWW Walkers Web Words 

www.chesterfieldramblers.com 

News Flash V2 10 
 

 

Editor and Publisher: Basil Merry                                                                            July 2017 

 

Group Get-Together – Saturday 29 July, Holymoorside Village Hall, from 1.15 
p.m 
As per the advance notice sent to Newsletter recipients the Group is holding an informal Get-Together at 
Holymoorside Village Hall, from 1.15 p.m. to 3.45 p.m. on Saturday 29 July. 

This event is informal, and open to all Group Members, current or retired, and anybody interested in learning more 
about the Group, what it does, and how they can get more out of their membership. 

Whilst we plan a few displays, handouts, and a quiz, basically all we’re providing is a place to meet old colleagues, 
make new friends, and generally have a chat and social occasion. It’s also an opportunity to see a copy of the 
Working Copy Definitive Map and Statements for both NEDDC and the BDC areas. We have never been given any for 
the CBC area. 

Tea, coffee, possibly the odd biscuit, and light refreshments will be provided. Those requiring more will find the two 
pubs in the village open and available nearby. 

There is roadside parking also nearby or the number 84 bus is half hourly from New Beetwell S, Chesterfield. 

What you make of it is entirely up to you but it will not amount to a lot if you do not attend. It’s part of our 50th 
Anniversary Year celebrations. 

Please pass the message along to those not on the internet, and encourage them and others to attend. 

Let us prove the doubters wrong. 

Anyone prepared to assist on the day with helping set things up, run smoothly, and clear up afterwards are welcome 
from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

 

Derbyshire County Council and the use of Ramblers Volunteers. 
Hopefully, you are already aware that the Group FP Practical Work Volunteers have been unable to conduct any 
practical work maintaining and improving the local path network since the beginning of April. 

This is because following financial and staff cuts DCC has withdrawn the Countryside Ranger who normally facilitates 
the work. 

The result is DCC is losing around 125 hours a month of free labour and the paths are getting more overgrown and 
unkempt. If this continues paths that we have re-opened to the public in recent years, will soon revert to 
impenetrable vegetation. 

This is in nobody’s interests and conflicts with DCC’s obligations to keep paths open and available to the public, their 
stated policies of improving connectivity, and healthier lifestyles for locals. 

Negotiations with DCC are on-going but painfully slow. The cuts were made without making any provision for 
increased volunteer activity, or involvement of Parish Councils, both of which could have helped offset the damage 
done. 

Rest assured we will not let he matter rest and hope to restore some semblance of normal working relations shortly. 

 

 

http://www.chesterfieldramblers./
http://www.chesterfieldramblers./
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Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy – a big step forward? 
03 May 2017 from Central Office (worth repeating. Editors highlights) 

We want to make walking the most practical, pleasant option for getting around in towns and cities, whether travelling 
to work or school; to shops or local amenities; or for exercise and relaxation. 

Walking should be the easy choice for any type of urban journey. 

We were very pleased to see that the first ever Cycling & Walking Investment Strategy (CWIS) for England, published 
recently by the Department for Transport, has an ambition of: 

‘making walking and cycling the natural choices for shorter journeys, or as part of a longer journey’. 

This means there is a shared agenda for creating cities and towns that encourage walking, and in so doing improve 
public health, boost local economies and create happier, more cohesive communities. 

 

The need for walkable cities is more pressing than ever. A growing number of us – around 80% of the population - now 
live in urban areas. The built environment has been designed over many years to get cars, rather than people, moving. 
This has made urban streets less safe, less pleasant, more polluted, noisier and more difficult to navigate. It’s not 
surprising that many people prefer the convenience of cars for even the shortest journeys.  Evidence shows that 
walking is in long-term decline, with people walking 30% less than 20 years ago. 

While the ambition in the CWIS is commendable, we need to do more to turn this decline around. It’s far from clear 
that the investment identified will be enough to meet the ambition of the strategy. Walking remains the poor relation 
compared to cycling when it comes to government investment in active travel. 

Many of the factors which strongly influence whether people chose to walk – for example, the character of the built 
environment or the quality of parks and green spaces – cannot be solved by the Department for Transport alone. A 
co-ordinated, cross government effort is needed to achieve a long-term shift in public behaviour.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy
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Local authorities also have a hugely important role to play as the managers of most urban green and grey spaces. As 
the amount of funding given by central to local government decreases, many local authorities are struggling to 
maintain the places we walk, putting our urban walking infrastructure at high risk of further decline. 

The CWIS is a step in the right direction and should we welcomed, but there is much to do. We look forward to working 
with government to meet our shared ambition of walkable cities.  

Step Walks 
Our Summer Walks Programme contains a number of Step Walks. If you don’t already know they are an attempt to 
form a step up for those moving from Walking for Health, or similar. They can also be used as ‘test’ walks for people 
trying out the Ramblers, who are unsure of their capability. 

Equally they may be a step down for those who now seek shorter easier walks due to age or infirmity. 

To some extent these two aims are incompatible but all enjoy a short easy walk out with the sociability it brings. 

Whilst the attendances have been disappointing, on occasions, we will persist with more offerings in the Winter 
Programme. 

You are welcome to participate, or to offer to lead walks of 3 to 5 miles in our base area. Thanks. 

Lost Ways 
It’s a pity that there is general disinterest in conducting any research, with others, to see if any ‘historical’ paths have 
been omitted from the rights of way network. 

‘Historical’ paths are those that existed prior to 1949 or thereabouts that the public have used for generations. There 
is a legal maxim ‘Once a highway, always a highway’ which currently applies. 

But, come 2026, if they have not been formally registered, that will no longer apply. 

We all know of ‘gaps’ in the network. We all know of well used paths with no signage. But are they now Public rights 
of Way? 

If you’re at all interested please talk to one of the FP volunteers at the Get-Together. One overgrown, obstructed 
path, whilst not technically a ‘lost way’ has been identified and we are taking action to ensure that DCC re-opens it 
to pedestrians. Intrigued? Just ask! 

50th Anniversary 
Many ideas were suggested as to how to celebrate this but most were not pursued. Why, you may well ask. 

The Walking Festival did include North to South, and West to East Boundary Walks and these were well attended. 

But we could do a lot more. How many Ramblers Groups are over 50 years old and still put on 350 guided walks a 
year? 

If you have any celebration ideas, and most importantly are prepared to put in the effort to bring them to fruition 
please talk to any committee member. 

Don’t let this be an Opportunity Lost. 

Reporting Path Faults to DCC 
Please be aware that DCC will not accept path fault reports by any other method than their online reporting system, 
or by phone to 01629 539660, as from 1 August 2017. 

If you don’t know how to do that please ask any FP Volunteer, possibly at the Get Together Event. Each online report 
can be accompanied by a single photo. 

On submitting a report, a case number will be sent by way of acknowledgement and this should be sent onto our 
Group FP Secretary, Mel Hardy. That should be accompanied by the path identifier details from the online system 
e.g. Brampton FP4, or the OS Grid reference. 

PDGLA 
The June copy of PDGLA newsletter is available on request. 
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In addition, PDGLA are seeking support to a petition in respect of the Lake District as follows. 

As you may know The Lake District National Park Authority is resisting any action to protect its green lanes from use 
and damage by motor bikes and 4x4s.  There is now a local campaign to get the Authority to take action on two very 
badly damaged routes in the Little Langdale/Tilberthwaite area.  

Please sign the petition  at the link below and please forward it to all your friends and contacts who you think will 
want to help:   
https://www.change.org/p/to-the-ceo-of-the-lake-district-national-park-authority-save-a-beautiful-part-of-the-lake-
district-from-destruction-by-off-road-motor-
vehicles?recruiter=186557056&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petitio
n&utm_term=share_petition 

Ecodome site, Unstone 

Earlier this month a small group of those interested in footpath matters was allowed to walk the proposed new 
bridleways and footpaths of this £300m development of the Peak Resort. Despite the mention of Unstone the site is 
just within the Chesterfield Borough boundary, which is a few miles West of the Peak Park but we will not spoil their 
marketing plans. 

The bridleways are wide and to a good standard. We consider the new footpaths still need a fair bit of work, and 
signage. It was described as a ‘soft touch’ approach sympathetic to the woodlands but that’s marketing too. 

The deficiencies have been pointed out to the developers who are on site and keen to get the heavy equipment in. 
They can’t do that until the diversion of the old paths is confirmed. 

Our thanks to David Blackburn who has conducted negotiations on behalf of the Ramblers, Dronfield FP&BS, and 
others for more years than he would like to recall. But the development is definitely happening now 

Alphabet Soup – Correction 

In Newsflash V2 9, June 2017 a list of acronyms was given. The correct title of ACRoW is Access, Countryside, and 
Rights of Way Committee (of SYNED). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
E&OE. 

The Ramblers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company 
registration number: 4458492. Registered Charity in England and Wales number: 1093577. Registered office: 2nd 
floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 
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