
Chesterfield & NE Derbyshire Ramblers

Summer Programme 2018  

Dear Member (s)                                                                                                         March 2018

Please find enclosed the booklet of summer walks, which sets out to be as comprehensive and 
varied as usual.

  We aim to show any unavoidable changes and late additions on the 
  Ramblers Walksfinder, which can be seen on our website at
  chesterfieldramblers.com on computers, tablets and smartphones.

  As well as enjoying walking the Ramblers work hard to ensure
  that our unique path network is retained and adequately 
  maintained. 

  With reducing council budgets and other threats such as the 2026
  deadline for ensuring all our paths are legally recorded, there
  remains the constant need for volunteering effort.

  Extra help in leading walks, organising the programme, liaising
  with the county council and local Ramblers areas, checking
  planning applications that affect rights of way, organising social
  events, joining the path maintenance team or strengthening our
  committee, etc..  is most welcome. Just get in touch.

                               
                               

    http://bit.ly/2Hm8NqO  

Many thanks for your ongoing support and

best wishes for an enjoyable summer

(Chair, Chesterfield & NE Derbyshire Ramblers)

                                                                                                                 http://bit.ly/2HpRuVN

http://chesterfieldramblers.com/
http://bit.ly/2HpRuVN
http://bit.ly/2Hm8NqO


2026 and all that ….

For a path to be an official legal right of way it has to have been recorded on the definitive map held by 
Derbyshire County Council.
From 2026 any path that existed before 1949 and has not been recorded as a right of way will be  
‘extinguished’.
Although the legislation authorising this has been on the statute book since the year 2000, public action 
nationally to record these paths has so far been very limited.
This is something that may hit urban and semi-urban areas like ours more than most.

A glance at the Open Street Map on our website shows a number of unrecorded paths with a dotted line. 
Many will be regularly used by local communities who will be most affected if any are closed. This is not a 
100% indication of such paths and they may not all pre-date 1949 - but it is probably as good a start as any.

Even where the landowner is a local authority there will be no absolute guarantee of them all being retained -
as a current proposal by Chesterfield Borough Council to use part of the Westwood in Inkersall as a potential 
Travellers' site has shown.
As Ramblers we may find access to our existing rights of way more difficult if some of these paths are 
closed.

At the moment paths that can be shown to have had 20 years of regular public usage can be claimed as a 
right of way, and this will still apply in 2026 - except that the 20 year clock will be reset and a path will still 
be liable to closure in the years up to 2046.

Who will claim unrecorded paths to give them protected legal status ?

Unlikely that cash-strapped local authorities will take a lead. The obvious impetus needs to come from parish
councils and local communities who will be familiar with their own paths and landowners.
As a Ramblers group we plan to ask parish councils to draw up an action list of unrecorded paths they feel 
important to retain.
Although 2026 is still some way off,  the law around rights of way proceeds very slowly, and action should 
not be delayed.


