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You are warmly invited to our

Annual General Meeting
Saturday 24 November at 10:00 am
in the Library Lecture Theatre
New Beetwell St, Chesterfield S40 1QN

When money for potholes is awarded a greater increase
than education in this month’s national budget it’s
important we shout out for walking and rights of
way, with their importance for health and tourism.
Derbyshire County Council are again asking you how
they should spend your money.
2% is earmarked for social care but you can have
your say on where the remainder should be applied.
Cuts to the rights of way budget in Derbyshire have
already been substantial with the result that our
footpath maintenance volunteers (who were supplying
up to 1500 hours a year free labour) have effectively
been stood down.
This is the questionnaire

A wonderful summer for walking. A few photos to remember it by ….

Views / comments are always welcome ….

The State of the County Address
Around election times, Presidents make a State of the Nation address to inform electors of how the
country concerned is faring in their opinion.
Our AGM is just around the corner and so it seems appropriate to make a State of the County
address.
Sadly, this year the President would only be able to record a decline in the path network, as
cut-backs take their toll. Resources have been transferred to greater priorities of adult and child
social care and education. We can't argue with that. But the County has failed to fill the gaps by
making full use of the trained footpath volunteers available to them. No sensible reason for doing
this has been forthcoming.
Combine that with the near total ineffectiveness of the County's failure to handle repeated
ploughing and cropping obstructions by the same landowners/farmers. The threat of sending
another leaflet if they do it again hardly causes any sleepless nights.
Also inaction on unauthorised path diversions encourages others to do likewise. Long standing
minor deviations can be found all round our area but we are assured the culprits have been invited
to apply for a diversion. When that suggestion is accompanied by a possible cost of £2000 is it any
wonder few choose it. Best do nothing and just inconvenience the public.
The only happy path users are cyclists who seem to have the Midas touch. Sums of up to seven
figures have been spent on creating greenways, but there is no hint of money for maintenance. Walk
along any urban greenway/cycleway (for example from the Railway Station to Queens Park in
Chesterfield) and you'll see plenty of walkers but few Nobel prize winners. Up to £900k is planned
for a Dronfield to Unstone connection but there is much local opposition. This is greeted by the
statement that the money is either spent on this or not at all.
The foundations of the network, definitive maps and statements, remain seriously out of date, with
long term consequences of this becoming apparent more frequently.
What does the Ramblers do about all this? What does the local Group do about it?
Ask no more. Stand for election at the AGM and you can help decide what they should do in future.
We need your involvement. Please don't leave it to others. Whatever your skills, and knowledge, we
can use them.
Anybody needing to be nominated has only to ask and it will be done. Please remember that as
Henry Ford said 'You can't build a reputation on things you're going to do'. Act now! Thanks.
Basil Merry
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