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It may still be very much winter, but the summer walks programme booklet is being
put together.
The group has always been noted for an extensive range of walks, but every year it
becomes a bit of a struggle to maintain the number.
Fortunately late walks can be advertised at any time
through Walksfinder
Any new leader or anyone prepared to lead an additional
walk please contact us at any time, either by speaking to
a committee member or by contacting us via email, the
website, or social media.
(Details are at the end of each newsletter)

The summer programme will include our contributions to
the Chesterfield Area Walking Festival in May.

Ramblers role in helping the County
Council maintain the 3000 miles of
rights of way in Derbyshire has, as was
reported in the Annual General Meeting,
been made more difficult by continued
austerity applied to local government
finances.
The Council's Volunteer Policy as it
applies to rights of way has effectively
been cancelled and a recent Freedom of
Information Request that we submitted
revealed that Derbyshire County
Council could not even quantify how
much work they themselves performed
on rights of way last summer.
We have to share diminished budgets
with other worthy causes but it is vital
that we continue to emphasise that rights
of way are highways like any other and
must legally be maintained.
They are valuable for tourism, health,
and the environment.
Contacts have been made at MP and Councillor level, as well as Ramblers Central
Office to seek a way forward.
Meanwhile we continue to ask for volunteer path maintenance assistance for the day
when our contribution will once more be welcomed.

There has been some debate over the years as to
the timing of the group’s Annual General
Meeting.
We settled on a Saturday morning as having the
greatest support.
This will continue in 2019, with the Chesterfield
Library Lecture Theatre booked for Saturday 30
November (10:00 – 12:00).
We will endeavour to ensure it does not clash with any walks.

Six Years Ago ….

Ramblers follow in Eyre Family footsteps .…

Chesterfield Council are running a planning workshop on 11 February to look at improving
walking and cycling provision in the borough.
This is no doubt a result of government pressure to ease congestion and pollution in towns.
Our urban areas have developed with far more attention to vehicle travel rather than walking and
rights of way as such within them are usually very truncated.
Nevertheless, there will be opportunities within our
group’s ‘built-up’ areas to enhance walking - and this
initiative can link with the legal need to claim pre1949 unrecorded footpaths as rights of way by 2026.
Suggestions will be welcome.

An unrecorded footpath in Hasland

The 1898 National Library of Scotland map , with a more recent aerial overlay, shows some of the
development in Chesterfield over the last 120 years.

How many rights of way problems are out there ?
We don’t know.
The County Council’s Rights of Way Department have a
database, but this is not publicly available (despite our
request that it should be).
The individual reporting a problem is issued with a code
number which can be used to track any progress for that
one person.
It’s important that all problems encountered are reported to the Council. Photographic evidence is
always useful.

If they are not, then they may well be unaware of them and not be in a position to take action.
Their preference is for them to be entered on their own website. Go on the Derbyshire County
Council site and search for ‘rights of way enquiries’ https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/do-it-now/fault-on-pavement-or-path.asp
There are two other ways to notify the Council.

(1) Ramblers have a
reporting facility
called Pathwatch

Problems can be
reported by searching
for ‘Pathwatch’ on
the Ramblers site –
or by downloading
the ‘app’ to a phone.

https://reportit.ramblers.org.uk/report-it
The issues will be forwarded to the relevant County Council.
As with direct reporting to the Council, there will be no overall public record of the problems.

(2) Fix My Street have a footpath category for fault reporting. Click on ‘Fix My Street’ and enter
‘Derbyshire’ or the nearest town. https://www.fixmystreet.com/report/1443922

A public record of all reports is shown, but it requires updates to be done by the person reporting.

A pre-Christmas wander by the Chesterfield Canal

Ivy Cowan Legacy
The committee proposes to use the kind £1000 legacy to the group for both leader and first aid
training. Some of the group who hold first aid certificates may find they have expired and wish to
renew them - along with other members who wish to acquire one afresh.

Chesterfield
Canal Walking
Festival
(14-22 September)

Anyone willing to lead a Ramblers’ walk which includes part of the Canal in the above festival,
please download, complete, save, and email the Canal Walk Leader form on our website
Chesterfield Ramblers

Saturday, 27th April, 2019 - National Parks Act Celebration
To celebrate the 70th anniversary of the establishment of the 1949 National
Parks Act, a rally is being held in the historic Winnats Pass - scene of the
1932 mass rally, from 2.00-4.00.
Speakers will include:
David Blunkett, President, South Yorkshire and North East Derbyshire Area
of Ramblers
Sue Hayman, Shadow Environmental Minister
Andrew McCloy, Chair of the Peak Park National Park
Ruth George, MP for the High Peak
Hilary O’Grady, Director General of the National Trust
Maxine Peake, actress and activist and star of the recent film Peterloo.
To mark the occasion, and to take part in the rally, we will start the 8 mile
leisurely walk at 10.15 from Hope and visit the iconic Ward’s Piece and the
Great Ridge to Mam Tor before descending to Castleton for toilets and lunch.
After lunch members can make their own way to the rally, where there will
be marquees and a band as well as the speakers. The return walk will follow
the path via Goosehill Hall into Castleton and then the path alongside
Peakshole Water back to Hope.
Meet: Hope public toilets - S33 6RD; SK170835.
Parking in the centre of Hope is likely to be difficult so parking away from
the centre is suggested. (Train Sheffield-Hope: 9.14-9.40)
Leader: David Gadd
Tel: 07754 248879
(the original start point of Hope Station mentioned in the December Newsletter has
been changed, owing to lack of parking)

The slow demise of ‘unprofitable’ bus services
Two of our groups make use of rural bus services,
which are of course far more vital to many living
and working in the countryside.
They are under increasing threat if they are
‘unprofitable’ commercially and are not
supported financially by the County Council.
- the Spira service from Chesterfield to Sutton
in Ashfield, via Stanton Hill, Fackley, Tibshelf
and Clay Cross will cease on 2 March.
- Route 66 from Chesterfield to Buxton continues
to be problematical.
At present, it’s necessary to catch the 170
Bakewell bus from Chesterfield and change to
the 66 in Baslow.
One of our problems was that the connection has
been unreliable at times, and planned walks using
it have been cancelled.
Hulleys are asking about extending the 170
service from Bakewell to follow the 66 route
from Calver to Buxton every two hours - or leaving things as they are at present.
Going via Bakewell will add 15 minutes to the journey time, but would offer a more reliable
service.
We are proposing to back the Bakewell alternative, unless there are strong views to the contrary.
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