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Hardwick Hall is the focus of many of our walks, but has many similarities with 
another local Elizabethan building – Wollaton Hall, to the west of Nottingham.
Both were designed in the late 16th century by Robert Smythson - Hardwick for 
Elizabeth Shrewsbury (Bess of Hardwick) ; Wollaton for Sir Francis Willoughby.

The  107 mile Robin Hood Way  passes through Wollaton Park 

http://www.gps-routes.co.uk/routes/home.nsf/RoutesLinksWalks/wollaton-park-walking-and-cycle-route#


Can you help with Planning Applications ?

The main pursuit of ramblers is, of course,
rambling.
Unlike many walking groups however we also
keep an eye on maintaining and improving the
rights of way network, in conjunction with the
legal requirements of local government.

In many areas, rights of way help to boost 
tourism and contribute to rural economies.
They can also provide a convenient means of
travelling, particularly for short journeys, in 
both rural and urban areas. They are important
in the daily lives of many people who use them 
for fresh air and exercise on bicycle, on foot, on
horseback or in a horse-drawn vehicle, to walk 
the dog, to improve their fitness, or to visit local
shops and other facilities.
Local authorities should regard public rights of
way as an integral part of the complex of
recreational and transport facilities within their
area.

Defra Rights of Way Circular (1/09)

Quietly and unobtrusively the group examines planning applications that are submitted to us that 
affect the network in our area. 
Along with organisations such as the British Horse Society and Peak & Northern Footpaths we are 
on a list of prescribed organisations to which such planning applications should be submitted.
These applications and path orders (commencing with consultations) is how the Ramblers first learn
of proposals.
By monitoring we can ensure paths continue to serve their purpose and that they are not forgotten.
Just a brief online check is sufficient for most. For others, a path visit followed by comments may 
be necessary.
Therefore we need a few members to look after their own 'patch', a parish, or district. Full training 
will be given. Once you have looked at a small number of plans you'll realize how little you know 
about your own neighbourhood and local paths.

While the existence of a right of way across the site of a proposed development won’t automatically
mean an application is rejected, the fact that it is there must be taken into account by the officer or 
committee which decides the application.
We have an important input to this decision.

For more information and guidance from members who have done it, feel free to 
contact us

http://chesterfieldramblers.com/contact-the-group/


Six years ago ….

                         13 March 2013

Over the past few weeks, the ramblers have had to contend with many varying weather conditions - 
snow, icy winds, warm sunshine and lots of mud with walks either cancelled or shortened due to the
adverse weather. However, this has not deterred them from stepping out and the number of ramblers
participating in the programme of walks on offer has been in the region of 20 plus, sometimes 
exceeding 30. On the last Saturday of February, Mel Hardy set out from Barber Booth with 12 
members and two guests for a 10-mile circular walk, ascending the 1500ft to Edale Cross on a 
crisp dry morning. The group visited Oaken Clough, Dimpuss Clough South Head where four of the
most energetic of the group ascended to the summit of the Clough before returning to Barbers 
Booth via Rushup Edge and Chapel Gate. Rhona Gibbons and Gavin Johns led the 11-mile Sunday 
walk when seven ramblers braved the cold and windy weather, venturing from Whirlow Brook up 
onto Lodge Moor and around Redmires Reservoirs before returning via Ringinglow and the Limb 
Valley to the car park. With a lot of the ground still frozen, the walkers were pleased that this 
allowed them to avoid the mud across White Stones and Rud Hill.

The following Wednesday was a change for the ramblers with glorious blue skies and warm 
sunshine – Maggie Vincent had the task of leading 37 walkers on an eight-mile circular starting 
from Bubnell and covering Pilsley, Carlton Pastures, Edensor and Chatsworth before returning to 
Baslow. Ten of the walkers participating were from other rambling groups. Christa Pritchard led 20
of the short bus ramblers from the Highwayman at Eastmoor over to Upper Loads and on to 
Holymoorside - mainly using the lanes in an endeavour to miss some of the mud that was still 
present. Once in Holymoorside they stopped for lunch outside the Lamb Inn, where they received 
permission to use the picnic tables, before setting off again towards Chander Hill, crossing the 
main road down to Ashgate and catching public transport back to Chesterfield from Holme Hall 
after a walk of 4.5 miles. The longer bus ramble was led by Tony Hunt, who had a party of 18, 
taking a circular walk of some 11 miles from Holymoorside to Linacre Reservoirs then on to Bluster
Castle finishing in Old Brampton with sunshine all the way. 

Mel Hardy was leader for the Sunday long walk
when 12 members set out from Holmesfield for an
11-mile circular walk, established to celebrate and
commemorate the life of  GHB Ward, arguably the
founder of modern rambling. After passing Storth
House, where GHB lived for an extensive part of 
his life, the route took in Totley Moor, Fox House,
Big Moor, Lady Cross and Smeekly Woods, before
returning via the Cordwell Valley. The entire group
enjoyed the cold dry day enhanced at times by a
little weak sunshine, especially during the stop for
lunch. The Sunday family walk of 3.5 miles was led
by Lyn Amos, who took a party of six adults and one child on a circular walk to Stoke Ford crossing
Eyam moor. Although cold, the clouds lifted at lunchtime and the group had spectacular views 
across to Higger Tor and Stanage Edge.



????

Where in our Ramblers Area can you find this
lively horse ?

(Answer on next page)

11 -19 May 2019                         
Chesterfield Area Walking Festival

Once again we are a major contributor 
to the Walking Festival, leading nine
walks, including the Chesterfield
Round Walk, the GHB Ward walk, 
and an evening stroll from Killamarsh.
The ones we lead are on Walksfinder  
                                             

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/find-a-walk.aspx?layer=walks&tab=walks&group=SD01
https://www.visitchesterfield.info/whats-on/walking-festival


????

                 

George Stubbs, famously noted for  horse portraits, spent some time in 1762 at Wentworth 
Woodhouse, near Rotherham, to paint the racehorse ‘Whistlejacket’ belonging to the 2nd Marquis of 
Rockingham.
The original eventually went to the National Gallery  for £11 million in 1997.
The picture hanging upstairs in the Whistlejacket Room at  Wentworth Woodhouse is a copy.
Rockingham (twice prime minister) was an avid follower of the turf and owned 84 horses, held in a 
specially designed stable block on the estate.

We have an Elsecar walk on  Saturday, 23 March -  which takes in Wentworth Woodhouse.
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