
                 Chesterfield & NE Derbyshire Ramblers

                 Newsletter

                 February 2020                                         (2/20)

     Probably our first ever underground walk  (Bagshawe Cavern, near Bradwell  15 January)

   

                                                                 
No prizes for this location – just a 
reminder that we used to see local snow 
on the ground  in winter 

                                (December 2013)



We have been asked to 
have a stand at the 

 Canal Festival

 at Staveley Town Basin 

 on  June 27th and 28th

 

The committee feels that this would be a great opportunity to try and advertise what Ramblers          
do to try and recruit members.                      
We would like volunteers to help man the stand. The more volunteers we have, the shorter the 
length of time they will need to be there. 

It would be good to have representatives from as many of our walking groups as possible. 

Anyone able to help please contact a member of the committee.

Should we have another group walking festival ?  

This is a topic for discussion at the next committee
meeting. 

Anyone who would like to contribute to the
discussion is welcome to come to the meeting or
email us with their comments.

The  meeting is on ;

Thursday  20 February at the  St. Thomas
Centre , Brampton, Chesterfield  

(7:00 – 8:30 pm)

Extra Walk Information

Sat 8 February            Drone Valley Way    (7.5 miles from Dronfield Rail Station)    

                                                                   Phone if delayed by public transport  

Sat 28 March               A Walk in the Park   (8.3 miles from Hardwick Lower car park)

                                                                         Start location changed                              

https://www.chesterfield-canal-trust.org.uk/chesterfield-canal-festival-2020/
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4036769
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4036763


Bradfield Ancient Ways Improvements Launch 

Sheffield 40’s group 
have drawn our 
attention to this five 
mile walk 

on 26 February ;

Bradfield Ancient Ways 
Launch  

SYNED Press Release  

The What3Words app on a
mobile phone is invaluable
in pin-pointing your
location to a 3 metre square.

Increasingly used by anyone
who needs to find you –
whether it is the emergency
services (Mountain Rescue,
motor breakdown
organisations, etc.)  or
whoever.

A request for parish wardens in the following areas please :

            Heath & Holmewood     

             Morton

            Shirland & Higham

            Sutton cum Duckmanton       

Wardens don't need to walk long distances. 

The idea is that they periodically check footpaths in their local area and report problems so that we can help 
to keep the paths walkable.

http://www.synedramblers.btck.co.uk/RIGHTSOFWAYNEWS/BradfieldAncientWaysImprovements
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4060151&preview=y
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4060151&preview=y


We were approached in a recent newsletter to provide the next ‘Bake Off’ champion.   

No takers ?

Have we a  ‘Mastermind’ then ?

Hi, I hope you can assist...

I am currently casting for the next series
of BBC Two’s Quiz show Mastermind
and I was hoping you could circulate the
attached flyer among your friends and
colleagues, and share via social media.

Auditions are currently underway so
please email me.

The deadline for applications is   Monday  

25  th     May   although we will be starting
auditions in the next few weeks so would
encourage you to complete the
application sooner rather than later.

Entry is open to all UK residents
(including Channel Islands and the Isle
of Man) who are aged 18 or over.

Hat Trick & Hindsight Productions are
committed to making programmes as
diverse as possible.

Many thanks indeed for your assistance!

Ayrton

Ayrton McGurgan                        

Casting Researcher (Mastermind)

E: AyrtonM.HTH@hattrick.com

T: 0207 184 5782

  

A local landmark in the February sun

- but where ?

(Answer on page 8)

mailto:AyrtonM.HTH@hattrick.com


Chesterfield Climate Change Action

Many agree that one of the easiest and quickest contributions to combat climate change is to 
walk more and drive less …. but who enjoys walking on urban streets, beset by traffic 
congestion and pollution ?

The Ramblers as an organisation  simply would not exist if we could not get away from 
motorised traffic.

There have been moves in recent
years to develop cycling routes in
our part of the world.
Fine – and in places walkers are
pleased to use them.

This 2011 County Council
proposed map, based on Harry
Beck’s 1931 London Tube Design,
however disguises the fact that
much of it is far from traffic-free.

Walkers (or even cyclists)
don’t move around
underground and we need  ;

- walking route maps
covering our urban and
semi-urban paths that people can understand and follow.

-  the development of those paths into a coherent network, with signage, attractive 
to walk, and designated as rights of way (where that designation has been removed 
or has never existed).

If walkers in our urban areas were given a pleasant, peaceful route to their destinations they 
may even be tempted in time to join our group on our countryside routes. 

Anything that helps save the planet, improves health and fitness, and gets away from pollution 

and congestion can’t be bad, can it ?  

                                                                                                                                                                
(We have contacted the Climate Change Action group                                                                                                    
inviting them to sign up to the Ramblers Charter for Walking Neighbourhoods)

  

The Chesterfield 
central rights of 
way network

  Footpaths     

  Bridle Ways

 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/walking-neighbourhoods/charter-for-walking-neighbourhoods.aspx


Our Rights of Way must be maintained and improved

The Countryside & Rights of Way (CROW) Act of  the year 2000 places a requirement on highway 
authorities to produce a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) and an obligation (Section 60) 
to keep it under review within ten years.

Derbyshire produced one in 2007 and later published a Statement of Action (2013-17)

By contrast, Derbyshire produce an Public Health Annual Report (2019)

Isn’t health  important ?  Of course it is, but much of the above report is fairly generic advice and 
not  specific to the county.

A ROWIP is specific to the county. It
deals with the vital 3000  miles of path
infrastructure in Derbyshire – the
equivalent of a walk to Naples and back.

It sets the unambitious target of having
72.5% of our paths ‘easy to use.’

Many of our group members will go
through hell and high water to follow our
paths, but will the general public,
dutifully following the above health advice given to them, venture out knowing that 1 in 4 rights of 
way are not ‘easy to use.’

They need the confidence that they will not meet unmanageable stiles, dense vegetation, and lack of
signage.

Another ROWIP – and resultant action -  is badly needed.

Bamford Edge

(29 January)



Derbyshire Rights of Way Department

We have reason to believe the Council’s Rights Of Way Department now comes under the remit of 
the Highways Department.

A logical move, since rights of way are legally ‘highways’ - albeit with a far smaller budget than the
department to which they have moved.

One of the problems in reporting path problems in the past has been that they can disappear into a 
black hole of which only the Council and the problem reporter is aware.

They are not publicised. Walkers spotting a fault will often assume (perhaps wrongly) that it has 
already been reported and is being actioned.

Is it now the time to adopt a unified highways public reporting system that will reveal all problems 
on a map – until such time as they are sorted ?

We used the national ‘Fix My Street’ system recently on a walk near Heage, where we came across 
a stone stile, with an exceptionally high first step and lack of any handrail – very difficult to 
negotiate. The problem was immediately passed to the Council and they generated a reference 
number.

The issue is publicly visible until resolved. Perhaps something that should be put to Central Office ?

The welcome sight of snowdrops on a Linacre walk  

(2 February)

https://www.fixmystreet.com/report/1956412


 Where does my walk start ?  

Use the Ramblers mobile app ;

- press the walk’s Grid Ref

- follow a  step by step route from

  your  current location

    Codnor Castle

    Ramblers Charity England & Wales   No : 1093577       Email: cnedramblers@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                Phone: 07942 259280

mailto:cnedramblers@gmail.com
https://www.codnorcastle.co.uk/
https://chesterfieldramblers.com/
https://twitter.com/cnedramblers
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterfieldandNEDerbyshireRamblers/

