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With the coronavirus crisis, new government rules announced today (11 May) mean that
individually we are now allowed (in England) to drive somewhere for ‘exercise’ - but social
distancing rules mean we can only meet one person outside our household.
Under these conditions and the government ‘roadmap’ for ending ‘lockdown’ it is not clear
when the group walks programme will be able to resume.
Changes can occur on a daily basis and will be reflected in the Ramblers’ Central Office web advice below.

Ramblers Central Office ongoing
coronavirus advice

Westwood bluebells

I hope that although you have not been able to
participate in group walks you have taken
advantage of the lovely weather to walk near
home. I have achieved my aim of walking all the
paths in Barlborough Parish, some so often that
I could walk them in my sleep. I have now
moved onto the paths in Clowne but really I
want to be out in the Peak District.
We were hoping that the government would
have started to ease restrictions on our
movements and that we might have been able to
resume our walks programme at the beginning
of June but, as I am writing this, it looks
extremely unlikely.

The ‘lockdown’ has forced us all to change the way we do
things and Ramblers is no different. The committee held
their first Zoom meeting last month. Nobody warned me
that I would be chairing virtual meetings when they
persuaded me to be the chair only a few months ago. As
someone who is not a natural IT user, I found it a
challenge but was surprised how successful it was.
Another current challenge is how we organise the next
programme when we are not meeting up for walks. The main problem is the uncertainty about if/when
we can restart group walks. This is coupled with the fact that there is a certain amount of time
pressure due to the need to print the booklet.

One thing that the current crisis highlights is the greater flexibility and speed of communication via
the internet. Even if we manage to print a booklet it is likely that it will be subject to revision,
sometimes at short notice and we may have to alter our view that the booklet is the primary source of
information. The fact that you are reading this Newsletter means that you are already using the
internet but some of our members don’t have access to it and we need to ensure that they receive
information and are not left isolated. We need your help to ensure that your fellow walkers are kept
aware of changes.
The public transport walks face particular challenges as we do not know what the bus and rail services
will be like. We do not know what restrictions there will be and how long they will last. Also, we do not
know how confident people will feel about using public transport. Due to these factors it may be that
these walks are more susceptible to changes.
As I am sure you realise it will be harder than usual for walk organisers to sort out the programmes so
please help them as much as you can and please check both the local and national websites for up to
date information.
Best wishes,

Isobel (Group Chair)

Along with the rest of the community we owe a
huge debt of thanks to key workers who have kept
the country going at a difficult time.

The inevitable economic recession that will result from coronavirus will undoubtedly mean
governments and local authorities have even less to spend on preserving and enhancing our rights of
way. Support for the Ramblers and their volunteering efforts has never been more important.
A thankyou to all our members.

The Round Walk
Along with our early summer walks programme we have also sadly lost the annual
Chesterfield Area Walking Festival this week to the coronavirus.
A regular in the Festival is of course the popular 34 mile Chesterfield Round Walk.
It can still be done leisurely via YouTube in 11 minutes.

Where do we go from here ?

Where am I ?

It’s footpath 125 – but where ?

(answer on page 4)

With walking being confined to local paths it’s been an ideal time to
check their condition and report any problems.
The group now has 21 parish wardens in our area , but any volunteers for
the remaining three
(Heath & Holmewood, Higham & Shirland, and Morton) would be much
appreciated.
Problems can be reported to Mike Sims, Mel Hardy, or direct to
Derbyshire County Council.

This is Belland Lane,
Stone Edge, Ashover
and a footpath leading
past the Stone Edge
chimney, built in 1770
for lead smelting and
said to be Britain’s
oldest free-standing
chimney.
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