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Although 2019/2020 has been a
challenging year the footpath
committee has managed to
continue to function particularly
with respect to the protection of
the footpath network.  
Perhaps the most difficult aspect
of our work was to continue
without the benefits afforded by
our bi-monthly meetings.  
Face to face meetings allow a
greater degree of flexibility when
discussing planning applications
and the diversion of rights of
way. 
However, to a considerable extent this has been overcome using other forms of 
communication, the most important of these being the email system afforded by the 
internet.

Footpath Problem Reporting

During the 12 months period 1 November 2019 to the 31 October 2020, 464 separate
reports of  rights of way problems were submitted. 
In the same period 186 problems have been resolved or have remedial actions 
agreed or have been rejected. 
The figure of 464 shows a marked increase over the 306 submitted during 2019. 
To some extent this increase can be attributed to the fact that a few more people 
have been active in submitting reports and copying the same for inclusion in our 
records database. 
A second major factor is that a number of members used the limitations on our 
activities, and the cessation of group walking, to carry out an intensive programme of 
path auditing. 
In total over 1100 audits were carried out over the period April to October with reports
submitted as appropriate. 
We must accept that other individuals will have submitted reports of which we are 
unaware.
 



Some details of an independent review commissioned by Derbyshire County Council 
have now been released, but unfortunately this has not resulted in any change to the 
situation regarding footpath maintenance. 
It does however appear to have provided improvements in our relation with them in 
that all footpath reports submitted now receive, (in the main), a timely response. 
This is not just the automatic response - written responses are now received relating 
to the proposed actions and subsequent details of the actual actions taken. 
We still however have many issues and analysis of our records show that many of 
the more difficult problems are still being avoided.

Footfall

The difficult times we are experiencing means that we have been unable to 
adequately record footfall this year.  
This not to say it has been abandoned ; even with the restrictions 7861 miles walked 
have been recorded between 1 January and 31 October.
 
Last year I mentioned the importance of measuring footfall as part of our efforts to 
focus attention on preserving footpaths. 
It is considered that this is supported by one of the effects of the current situation.  
Everyone must have observed or become aware of the massive increase in the 
number of people walking our wonderful path network, particularly in urban areas.
It is suggested that our organisation’s efforts to ensure the footpath network is 
maintained in good safe order contributed to the availability of this important facility in
such difficult times.  
 
As ever I would like to record my sincere thanks to all members of the committee for 
their efforts in supporting the footpath committee.

Diversions Orders and Modifications

During the year the group commented on and monitored aspects relating to 
Modification Orders and Diversions as follows.

Type 2019 2020
Planning and Outline Applications 32 40
Consultations and Outline Applications 13 4
Confirmations 10
Orders Sealed 1
Creation Upgrade Orders 2 2
Stopping up Orders 2
Diversion Orders 4
Appeals 1

We responded to all of the submissions requesting preservation of existing footpaths 
and the inclusion of new access paths for major building developments.  
We made no formal objections. 



Once again significant help in dealing with planning applications was afforded by a 
number of members and footpath wardens.  
The footpath committee offer sincere thanks for this help.

The Future

Although we have seen tumultuous changes in 2020 our objectives remain similar to 
those of past few years. 
We must not lose sight of these objectives and prepare for when life returns to 
normal.   

We wish you all the best for the coming year.
Please be assured that the Footpath Group will be doing as much as possible to 
ensure you enjoy your rambles without let or hindrance.
 
Mel Hardy

(Footpath Secretary)
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