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It is hard to remember but the year did start normally ; however it soon became 
apparent that England was not going to escape the effects of Corona virus and 
our walks programme was suspended with lockdown on 23rd March. 

The Chesterfield Walking Festival was cancelled as was our planned publicity 
display in Chesterfield. Luckily, the weather at the start of lockdown was warm 
and sunny - ideal walking weather! Our members took advantage of this to walk 
independently and many helped audit our local footpaths, reporting obstructions 
and hazards to Derbyshire County Council.  

Together with our team of 21 footpath wardens who cover the whole of North 
East Derbyshire, Chesterfield, Brimington and Staveley we walked an impressive 
total of 1121 paths and reported 236 problems. We have received responses to 
125 of these. The audit benefits everybody who uses the footpath network and 
an item about it was published in the Derbyshire Times.

When the restrictions were eased to allow walking in groups of 6 the committee 
felt that the amount of work required to comply with Ramblers guidelines was 
too onerous to undertake for a walk of 6 people.  Some unofficial ‘Bubble’ walks 
of up to 6 people did however take place.

It was felt that it was important to try to re-start the programme when larger 
groups were permitted but, as many members were wary about walking in large 
groups, the decision was made to limit group walks to 15.  Our Saturday walks 
group felt that the risk of restarting walks was too great, and their programme is 
not restarting until January ; but in the meantime we have arranged some 
shorter Saturday walks which we hope will be attractive to new and existing 
members.  There have been particular issues about walks which rely on public 
transport and a programme merging the long and short public transport walks 
has been compiled.  If demands for public transport walks increase, then 
additional walks can be added.  There are no walks for Visually Impaired Walkers 
at present.

There has been a lot of ill feeling about the requirement by Ramblers and the 
government to carry out risk assessments.  This has led to the Sunday walks 
programme not taking place as official walks but as unofficial ‘Bubble’ walks 
which are not covered by Ramblers Insurance.  It is hoped that they will feel able
to start doing them soon and return to the fold, improving the weekend walks 
programme.  It is clear from the information from Ramblers that risk 
assessments are here to stay and that only the section relating to Corona virus 
will be removed when the Pandemic is over.



When I first wrote  this in mid-October the following group walks were taking 
place  - Monday Short Walks, Wednesday Medium and Long car walks, 
Wednesday bus walks and Saturday car walks. 

Unfortunately we then had a second lockdown but this week walks are able to 
resume, albeit with restrictions related to the Tier system.

To try to attract new members, Mel Hardy organised six short walks on Monday 
evenings at Poolsbrook and these have been successful.  Unfortunately, there 
was limited time to organise publicity and as the days shortened it was difficult 
to walk far.  We intend to try to repeat this type of walk next year from different 
locations.

At the end of a difficult year thanks go to: Val Fenton who managed against the 
odds to get the walks booklet published (she is standing down from the 
committee); to David Moore who has also resigned from the committee but is 
continuing to carry out the publicity work and whose IT knowhow has helped 
organise this meeting; to Malcolm Riley and Andrew Milne who have stepped 
down from being Walks organisers and to Pat Pick who stepped in to organise 
the Wednesday medium walks; to John Graham who worked out the 
permutations for the Wednesday long car walks, Lorraine Watson for auditing the
accounts and of course the committee.  Thanks to the Walks Organisers, Walks 
Leaders and finally to everyone who has remained a member and to new 
members who have joined despite the absence of walks this year.  Unfortunately,
membership has decreased slightly and now stands at 360 compared with 373 in
October 2019. 

Lastly thanks go to the family of Marjorie Clutterbuck who donated £180 to us in 
her memory. The money is being used to erect a signpost in Ashover - the area 
she enjoyed walking in.

In this meeting we need to confirm the posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  
We also need to appoint a new Walks Programme Coordinator and Publicity 
Secretary.  

Finally let us hope that next year is an easier year for everyone and that we can 
meet in person at the next AGM.  
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