
  
	

The Ramblers - Chesterfield and North East 
Derbyshire Group 

	
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  held on 

Saturday 5th  December 2020 at 10:00am by 
Zoom.  

	
Present	 Committee members: Isabel McCormick (Chairman), Paul Peters (Treasurer), 

Barbara Milton (General and Membership Secretary), Val Fenton (Programme 
Coordinator), Mel Hardy (Footpath Officer). Michael Fenton, Gavin Johns, 
Rhona Gibbons, David Moore, Bill Eyre, Chris & Jill Wildsmith, John & Tricia 
Graham, David & Eileen Blackburn, Basil Merry, Sue Harvey, Sue England, 
Dermot Toberty, Veronica Bradbury, Colin Best. 

	
1. Apologies for absence: 

Mike Sims, Joyce Denton, John Heathcote 

2. Minutes of last Annual General Meeting held on Sat 30th November 2019.  
       Acceptance proposed by Mel Hardy, seconded by Gavin Johns. 

3. Matters Arising. 
       Any matters arising will be discussed later in this meeting. 
 

4. Chairman’s Address and Report 
      The Chair’s report is published separately on the Chesterfield Ramblers website. 
 
       Adoption of Chairman’s Annual Report: 
       Proposed: David Blackburn, Seconded: John Graham 
 

5. Presentation of Accounts and Balance Sheet for year ending 30th September 2019 
      The Treasurer’s report and accounts are published separately on the Chesterfield Ramblers 
      website. 
 
     Adoption of accounts:  
     Proposed: Eileen Blackburn. Seconded: Gavin Johns. 
 

6. Footpath Report 
      Footpath Committee Secretary’s Report is published separately on the Chesterfield 
      Ramblers website. 
      Basil Merry thanked Mel Hardy on his record keeping as it really helps dealing with any 
      footpath issues. 
 
7.  Election of Officers 

i) Isobel McCormick has agreed to carry on as Chair.  Proposed: Gavin Johns. Seconded: 
Tricia Graham 

ii) Paul Peters has agreed to carry on as Treasurer.  Proposed: Mel Hardy. Seconded: 
Dermot Toberty 

iii) Barbara Milton has agreed to carry on as Group & Membership Secretary.  Proposed: 
David Blackburn. Seconded: Sue England. 

 



8.   Committee Members and Unfilled Posts 
 
David Moore has stood down as Publicity Secretary but has agreed to continue with the work 
on the website/social media.  He said help was needed from Ramblers central office with 
publicity to reach new members.  Isobel McCormick thanked David Moore for his input and 
work on website notifications. 
 
The post of Countryside Officer is currently vacant.  Gavin Johns confirmed that the area does 
focus on countryside matters and therefore it was generally felt that the post would not need to 
be filled.   
 
New Walks Co-Ordinators will be needed for both Saturday and Monday walks.  A request was 
made for volunteers into these roles.  
 
Chris & Jill Wildsmith have taken over as Programme Co-ordinators and they will be making 
contact with all of the other walks co-ordinators.  It was agreed it may be easier if they added 
walks onto Walkfinder too. Training on this this will be needed. 
 
It was reiterated that members would be welcome at the monthly committee meetings.  
 
 
9.   Election of Accounts Examiner. 
 
Lorraine Watson has agreed to take over the role of Accounts Examiner and our thanks go to 
her.  She is happy to carry out this role next year. 
Proposed: Paul Peters. Seconded: Gavin Johns. 
 
 
10.   Any Other Business 
 
(i) David Blackburn proposed a vote of thanks to all officers, this was seconded by all. 
(ii) David Blackburn said he was disappointed to hear about issues with the need to do risk 

assessments in the future, especially as members tend to do them anyway and they are 
needed for any Walking Festival or DCC walks.  It was generally felt that more 
information would help members with this and David Blackburn offered help to 
anyone who needed it.  Mel Hardy said it may work better with a personalised form 
which reflects our location rather than the general form provided by Ramblers.   Jill 
Wildsmith thanked Mel Hardy for his help in preparing a recent risk assessment.  
Isobel McCormick is to walk with more of the separate walking groups as better 
contact could improve the situation. 

(iii) Veronica Bradbury asked that shorter, flatter walks be included with access to the start 
by bus.  Shorter ‘step’ walks have been included in previous programmes but they were 
poorly attended.  Val Fenton suggested looking into Walking for Health walks at Clay 
Cross. 

(iv) David Blackburn has submitted a motion that all stiles be replaced with either a gap or 
gate to improve access.  It is 25 years since the Disability Discrimination Act was first 
implemented.  Mel Hardy confirmed that there have been 114 reports on difficult stiles 
in the last year.  Isobel McCormick suggested a pro-form letter be provided for 
members to send in to the relevant council if problems of access are encountered. Basil 
Merry confirmed that the Ramblers is a campaigning organisation and would have to 
react if a motion was passed.  Gavin Johns offered to advise on the format of the 
submission that will be needed to SYNED.  The motion to make access easier was 
proposed by Mel Hardy and seconded by Basil Merry.  It is acknowledged that the 
current situation may restrict what can be done in the short term. 



(v) The work needed to upgrade some of the GHB Ward walk information boards was 
briefly discussed and will be continued at the next committee meeting on 10th 
December. Gavin Johns confirmed that SYNED have agreed to provide £2500 towards 
any costs. 

 
 
11   Date and Time of next AGM 
 
To be discussed at the next committee meeting but the consensus was that the AGM should be 
held in October/November after the accounts have been finalised. The exact date would be 
dependant upon the Library venue being available.   
 
Following the meeting there was a splendid presentation carried out by Mel Hardy of 
photographs taken on various walks throughout the year, this brought back many memories. 
Our thanks to Mel and other members who contributed by forwarding their photographs to Mel. 

 


