
Chesterfield & NE Derbyshire Ramblers

Proposed AGM motion for discussion ;

The Ramblers' should redouble its efforts, at all levels of the
organisation , to have stiles replaced with gaps or gates where it is reasonable to do
so

1) It is 25 years since the landmark Disability Discrimination Act came into force, which established the key 
principle of making 'reasonable adjustments' to accommodate people with disabilities and enable them to 
access a wider range of services. This Act was strengthened 10 years ago by the Equality Act and which 
refers to removing physical barriers

2) It is almost 20 years since the British Standard Institution standard for Gaps, Gates and Stiles was 
launched ( BS 5709, subsequently revised 2018) The Ramblers' was involved in drawing up the standards. 
Although not legally binding , the standard clearly sets out the principle of the least restrictive option, 
subject to the requirements of land management. In practice this means that when a stile on a public 
footpath is to be replaced a gap should first be considered instead ( less likely to be suitable where there are 
animals), then a gate, and finally a stile.

3 )The Covid pandemic and the associated travel restrictions has led to a very significant increase in path 
usage, especially close to urban areas, as more people look to their local footpath network for their daily 
exercise. I know several who have tried to use paths , but have been unable to do so because of the 
restrictive nature of the path furniture, frequently compounded by inadequate maintenance of the structure. 
There are a surprising number of people with dodgy knees and hips who find climbing stiles a barrier, as well
as many people who have difficulties with their sense of balance when they are at the top.

Despite the two very clear sets of rules, progress in removing or reducing barriers has been very slow and 
piecemeal (although the Peak District National Park deserves credit as it has installed many wicket gates to 
replace or as an alternative to a stone stile). 

It is time for a big step change.

I suggest that a more proactive campaigning approach, with appropriate targets for improvements, would be 
a very popular policy for the Ramblers. It could benefit a very large number of people and win us much new 
support. The Ramblers should work closely and systematically with landowner organisations and, especially 
Highway Authorities and cooperate with other relevant charities, outdoor organisations and pressure groups.

Where Ramblers work parties are asked to replace or repair stiles, they should be encouraged to ensure that
the least restrictive and appropriate test has been applied.

Easy Access Routes and Miles without Stiles should be promoted - look on the Ramblers website and you 
will draw a blank.

Currently it seems to be practice to improve a single structure on a path as and when it needs repair . More 
consideration should be given to a whole route approach - it is of little benefit to the user if one stile is 
replaced but the next along the route is still a barrier.

The government is introducing many new grants for environmental and accessibility improvements and it 
should be feasible to tap into some of these to speed up and widen the improvement process.
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