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En route for Christmas Dinner (11 December 2019)
Whether ‘home alone’ or with
friends ….

Christmas Dinner
at the Carnarvon Arms, Teversal
(10 December 2014)

(12/20)

The world of ZOOM does have some advantages
The numbers for the recent ZOOM Annual General Meeting were down a bit on the 2019 physical
meeting in the Chesterfield Library Lecture Theatre, but this was not unexpected.
The published reports are online at AGM 2020
The coronavirus means that this winter will continue to be a difficult time for most, but hopefully
walking will continue to be a beneficial way of combining the benefits of exercise, socialising, and
nature. Always check with Walksfinder and contact the leaders beforehand.
The use of ZOOM has its disadvantages but has benefits as well and it is proposed to add a quiz to
our walking programme in January.
Perhaps a light-hearted encounter between teams of three representing ‘car’ and ‘bus’ walkers with
an appreciative supporting ZOOM audience of members might enliven a winter evening in
January for many of us ?
It’s appreciated that many ‘bus’ walkers have taken to cars
in the pandemic – but they know where their loyalties lie.

If you would like to volunteer to join one of the teams please let us know.
As for an audience, we cannot supply drink but you are completely free to provide your own.
A ZOOM invitation link will be sent next month to all who receive the newsletter.

Ploughing and Cropping Obstructions on Public
Rights of Way in Derbyshire.
From: Sara Ashmead, Ramblers Derbyshire Rights of Way Committee
Secretary
To: Emma Alexander, Executive Director for Commissioning,
Communities and Policy; Economy, Transport, and Environment at
Derbyshire County Council
Good Morning Emma,
This communication is sent on behalf of the Ramblers Derbyshire Rights of
Way Committee (RDROWC) which comprises the 7 Ramblers Groups in the
County – Amber Valley, Chesterfield, NE Derbyshire and Bolsover, Derby and
South Derbyshire, Derbyshire Dales, Erewash, and New Mills together with
Affiliate Groups such as Derby Nomads and Dronfield Footpaths and
Bridleways Society. Collectively RDROWC represents in excess of 2500
members in the County.
We are writing to you as your area of responsibility includes Rights of Way
which is now incorporated into Highways. The purpose is to request from you
a formal statement as to how Derbyshire County Council (DCC) proposes to
manage ploughing and cropping obstructions on public rights of way as they
are reported to you in 2021.
The reason for so doing is that we believe DCC’s current policy to be as reported by a meeting of Cabinet
Member – Sustainable Communities on 11 May 2006. The document can be found on DCC’s website.
Under Proposed Procedure this recommended a revised approach by
prosecuting repeat offenders. The trigger recommended would be the
second year where a landowner has failed to voluntarily reinstate a
path. If a failure to reinstate at any point in the second year is noted
then this will lead to a formal caution and prosecution if compliance is
not achieved.
We are not aware of any such prosecutions having taken place and
query why this adopted policy is not being followed by Council Officers.
The result of persistent inaction has meant that each year walkers are
faced by a considerable number of paths which are ploughed and the
paths not reinstated within 14 days. Similarly, crops are planted,
exceed the permitted 10 cms. in height, and spraying out of the path
definitive line does not take place, within the required 14- day period.
These obstructions are not minor irritations with minimal effects on
path users. They seriously disrupt connectivity, and deter the public
from using the known positive benefits of regular walking to improve
their physical and mental well-being.
Our records show that, all too often, this occurs on the same paths
each year, sometimes twice a year.
It is clear that DCC is not taking effective action to prevent these
obstructions occurring on a regular basis. DCC has a statutory
obligation to keep paths open and available for public use.
Over the years our concerns have been raised many times with both the Rights of Way Unit and
Countryside Service Management to no avail.
Accordingly, please let us have a statement detailing what policy DCC will operate in 2021. Once received
the statement will be shared with all the Ramblers in Derbyshire who will be able to monitor the operation
of your policy.
We look forward to receiving your statement of proposed actions.

Thank you. Sara

A footpath near Norwood
(December 2016)

A ‘Christmas’ Tree near Walton Dam
(December 2017)

The Chesterfield Canal
(December 2018)

Few ramblers find their way onto Wikipedia, but a
notable exception is GHB Ward (1876-1957), a
local activist for walkers rights who in 1900 founded
the Sheffield Clarion Walkers.
A walking route dedicated to his name begins and
ends in Holmesfield.
It is one of the most popular waymarked routes in
this part of the world and was part of last years
Chesterfield Area Walking Festival ;
Quiet woods start the route followed by a meander
along a country lane to take in a fine old Hall. Passing
Storth Lodge; Bert Ward spent much of his life here, we proceed to Brown Edge and the start of
moorlands. Here we swing around Wimble Holme hill and cross Totley Moss to reach the Longshaw Estate.
Tea and scones could be the order of the day before ascending to White Edge, to visit Lady’s Cross and
Smeekley Woods. The latter part of the route uses paths over mixed farmland to return to Holmesfield
and a welcome pint.

As a group we also followed the GHB Ward Walk route just prior to the spring coronavirus
lockdown.
There are four information boards on the walk which need refurbishment and we are
currently discussing this issue with the South Yorkshire / North East Derbyshire (SYNED)
Area.
The car ran on along the uplands, seeing the rolling
county spread out. The county! It had once been a
proud and lordly county. In front, looming again and
hanging on the brow of the sky-line, was the huge and
splendid bulk of Chadwick Hall, more window than
wall, one of the most famous Elizabethan houses. Noble
it stood alone above a great park, but out of date,
passed over. It was still kept up, but as a show place.
'Look how our ancestors lorded it!'
(from ‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover’ by DH Lawrence)

The next SYNED Area Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday January 23rd 2021 starting at
2pm.
It will be on ZOOM and places have to be booked in advance.
Visit the SYNED website at https://bit.ly/2UiyFeW
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