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A seven mile local circular from Somersall Park to
Stubbing Pond and back for a group of 35 – with sunstroke
a greater danger than frostbite - in February 2019

Dear Members,
As you will realise this newsletter is coming out later than usual.
The reason for the delay is that we were expecting to have Ramblers’ response to the government
Covid road map and therefore be able to include it in the newsletter.
Unfortunately, they have not yet published any updated guidelines; it seems that there must be a
lack of clarity as the cycling organisations have not issued guidance either.
The British Mountaineering Council have decided that there will not be group walking until May.

It is however unclear whether walking in a group is counted as an organised adult sport and
therefore allowable from 29 March. If it were, it would be exempt from the rule of six and would
have to take place under the previous protocols.
The Walking Festival date has been
deferred, which may indicate that
the council have had some
information or advice that we have
not received.
Chesterfield Area Walking Festival now 26 June – 4 July

I hope that most people have been offered a vaccine by now and that everyone has taken advantage
of it if they have. Whilst the vaccines do not guarantee that one will not catch the virus they do
seem to be effective at preventing serious infection.
We are intending to send out a condensed version of the programme in the next couple of weeks.
Additional details about the routes will be available on Walksfinder. In the meantime it would be
helpful if you could consider how many people you would be happy to lead on a walk and advise
your group organiser of this. This will give us some idea of whether we need to try to put on
additional walks.
If we are unable to start group walks until May. then enjoy walking independently; please keep a
watch on the state of our footpaths and report on any problems. Let us hope that the weather
continues to improve and that the mud dries out.
If we receive any advice from Ramblers we will update you as soon as possible.
Best wishes,
Isobel McCormick
(Group Chair)

Hello Ramblers
CPRE Peak District undertook a survey last year on the
future of Longdendale and Glossopdale. The most
frequent concern is to see a reduction in the impact of
cars and lorries. We are following up that result by
inviting visitors to the area to share their travel
experiences and thoughts about how the impacts of traffic and travel might be reduced. All the responses
would inform a study to be undertaken by a professional transport planner which would be used to influence
future decisions about how we all travel. Many thanks if you are able to help
Anne
Do you visit Longdendale and or Glossopdale? – Would you be willing to share your travel experiences to
get to and from the area? CPRE Peak District is investigating how the impacts of traffic could be reduced. If
you would like to contribute information and ideas then please contact
anne.robinson@cprepeakandsyorks.org.uk

A Lockdown Crossword

Online
version

Answer at
page 6

Lockdown Walks
We were recently contacted by the Derbyshire Times to
provide ideas on possible local lockdown walks.
Ten have been featured on the Derbyshire Times website
20 of our own local circulars over
recent years appear on our own
website home page

Prescriptive claim for a footpath in Clowne
We have been approached for help by Bolsover and District Cycling Club who are trying to claim a
footpath from Clowne Road along the edge of Barlborough golf course to the Clowne Branchline
Greenway. There has been a path along here for years but recently a resident of one of the houses
that backs onto the path has blocked it off. The cycling club are trying to prove that the path has
been walked for the last 20 years. This would be a valuable route to establish as the Greenway is a
good route from Creswell to Poolsbrook. If anyone has used this path please could they get in
touch with me. Please see the map for the route of the path. It starts at the roundabout and is shown
in dark blue with red dots.
imccormick@doctors.org.uk

Sheffield will now be hosting the 2021/22 SYNED Area AGM - as this
year’s event was in the on ZOOM cloud.
Our group will host it in 2022/23 . The location will be decided nearer the
time.

Government proposals to criminalise trespass
Ramblers forward joint letter to the Home Office
Plans to change trespass rules could erode access to the countryside

ZOOM Quiz
For those who missed the Quiz in January the questions (and answers) are on
the website
…. A tie between teams led by John & Mel

Seven years ago ….

(website comment from February 2014)

Just then they came in sight of thirty or forty windmills that rise from that plain. And no sooner did Don
Quixote see them that he said to his squire, ‘Fortune is guiding our affairs better than we ourselves could
have wished. Do you see over yonder, friend Sancho, thirty or forty hulking giants? I intend to do battle
with them and slay them’….

You don’t have to be a latter-day Don Quixote to
view wind turbines as giants to be slain.
Everybody has their view on how effective they are –
and few would say they add to the landscape.
However, with climate change there is a clear objective to increase the proportion of our energy
that comes from renewable sources – and in places like NE Derbyshire (away from areas of
outstanding natural beauty like the Peak District) they are beginning to make a greater impact,
albeit on a relatively small scale.
As Ramblers, we are notified of planning applications when they are to be sited near to public
rights of way.
We can no doubt expect to come across more ‘windmills’ in the future.
The advantages / disadvantages of wind turbines are of course still with us,
but have now been joined in the need for renewable energy by solar farms,
with their own distinctive impact on the landscape.
There is currently a planning application for an extensive farm that stretches
from Shirland golf club in our group area into the Amber Valley area - to
Alfreton Park School and Alfreton Hall (310 acres ; the equivalent of 155
football pitches).

Chatsworth deer (28 February 2018) …. photographed by Anne

Lockdown crossword answer ….

Thought for the month ….
The huge government debt incurred during Covid will be clawed back by cuts to public expenditure (including rights of
way budgets). Ramblers assistance in maintaining them will be more important than ever ?
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