Short Local Walks
(3 – Stephenson Trail)
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The railway pioneer George Stephenson (1781-1848) was born
in Northumberland, but has a strong association with
Chesterfield.
He spent the last ten years of his life at Tapton House and is
buried in Holy Trinity Church in the town.
This three and a quarter mile trail begins at his statue outside
Chesterfield Railway Station and follows a route to Tapton
House and Holy Trinity Church, before returning to the town
centre and the Stephenson Memorial Hall (Museum), which
holds Stephenson memorabilia.
Beginning outside Chesterfield Railway Station at the statue of
Stephenson holding a model of ‘Locomotion’ (an early steam
engine) the trail follows Crow Lane on to Tapton Golf Course
and the route of the southern spur of the Trans-Pennine Trail.
After crossing the golf
course turn left into
Pettyclose Lane and
after a while look for a
footpath on the left
leading into Tapton Park.
Bear to the left in the
Park and follow a path
through woodland
approaching Tapton
House.
A blue plaque is by
the front door of the
building.
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Follow the road down to the Park exit on Brimington Road, but
before reaching it bear
sharply backwards to the
left along a public footpath
heading south, running
fairly close to the Midland
mainline railway.
Turn right along a
footbridge over the railway
and cross Brimington Road.
Bearing right. away from
Tapton Park
Chesterfield town centre,
there is a fairly well hidden footpath on the left leading down
to the Chesterfield Canal
Turn left at the Canal and continue straight on across the A61
footbridge, emerging on to Wharf Lane.

The tower of Holy Trinity Church in the distance from the A61 footbridge
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From Wharf Lane, turn left into
Infirmary Road and right into
Shirland Street.
At the end of Shirland Street
turn left and follow
Sheffield Road past the
Abercrombie Street junction.
Cross over and enter the
churchyard of Holy Trinity
Church.
George Stephenson is buried in
the Church below an east
window provided by his son,
Robert.
Leave the churchyard by the
main gate, and turn left into
Newbold Road.
Cross the road and take the
footpath on the right known
as Union Walk towards
Chesterfield Town Centre.
Turn left into Saltergate and
proceed along Holywell Street
towards the Crooked Spire.
Holy Trinity Church
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The Stephenson Memorial Hall, with Stephenson memorabilia,
will be found at the junction of St Mary’s Gate, adjacent to the
Spire.

Stephenson Memorial Hall

Crossing St Mary’s Gate take the path through the Churchyard
and turn left into Stephenson Place.
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This is the end of the
walk, and refreshments, if
required, can be found
in the town centre.

(September 2018)

The Crooked Spire of St Mary & All Saints

cnedramblers@gmail.com

Ramblers Charity
England & Wales No: 1093577

Stephenson Trail

7

