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Bamford Edge,
looking towards Win
Hill on a walk from
Cutthroat Bridge 
(15 August)

The COVID
pandemic has
seen a general
increase in
people walking
and this has been
reflected in a rise
of 4.5% in group
membership to
371 over the last
six months, a little above the national Ramblers’ increase.

Hopefully, with the long-term need to combat climate change and improve health  -  and 
government encouragement of  walking and cycling - we can continue to build on this.

Revised walk details ;

The scheduled group walk for Wednesday 25 August will now be
from Wingerworth to Chesterfield and not the other way as previously
published. 

The short (3.5 mile) Royal Hospital Walk on
Wednesday 15 September from Chesterfield
Rail Station (10:00 am) has been deferred
until next year.

The  Upper Burbage Bridge walk on Saturday
11 September will be rescheduled for the
winter programme and has been replaced by a Canal Festival walk from Shireoaks 
Marina, led by David Blackburn (10:00 am) on that day.

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4125644
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4126932
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4127234
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/walk-detail.aspx?walkID=4126926


Chesterfield Canal Walking
Festival (11-19 September)

                                                         

David writes about the overall Canal Walking Festival  ….

With just over four weeks to go, we are anxious to spread the word.

It’s more difficult this year as many of out key leaflet distribution points - especially the large ones like 
Chesterfield and Dronfield libraries - are unable to accept leaflets because of the continuing Covid 
precautions. 

Although the Canal website reaches a large number of walkers,  I'm conscious there are a good number who 
don’t use it.

We have produced 5000 copies of our excellent brochure and copies are available from Chesterfield Visitor 
Centre, Tapton Lock, and Dronfield Sports Centre - plus many smaller locations, including some of the 
smaller libraries.

I think four walks are being led by members of our Group, with others by friends at Worksop Ramblers - so 
we are grateful for the support of the Ramblers.

There are over 250 bookings to date and we are not yet at our peak period. 

A few walks are just about full though, with others still to attract any takers - best to book early to be sure of 
a place. Several walk leaders have opted for smaller numbers too, with Covid rates remaining stubbornly 
high in some places (notably Bolsover).

We have a much improved booking system this year - run by the Canal Trust rather than as previously by 
Chesterfield Council. 

It is all online though - if anyone wants to book by phone, I will try to find a way to help if I can - 01246 
417984

A bit of extra information that may be helpful to have - in previous years, booking could be done in person 
by non IT users at Chesterfield Visitor Centre.

That facility is no longer available, but in-person  bookings can be made at the Canal Trust Shop and 
Information Centre at  the Hollingwood Hub (open 7 days a week ,  11am to 3pm).

https://chesterfield-canal-trust.org.uk/chesterfield-canal-walking-festival-bookings/
https://chesterfield-canal-trust.org.uk/chesterfield-canal-walking-festival-bookings/
https://chesterfield-canal-trust.org.uk/chesterfield-canal-walking-festival-bookings/
https://chesterfield-canal-trust.org.uk/chesterfield-canal-walking-festival-bookings/


From the Group Chair …. 

Dear All, 

The good news is that our membership has grown recently and that
we have had new people joining in our group walks.
The bad news is that this has resulted in a couple of instances on
Sunday walks where ill-equipped people have attended walks.  This
is very unfortunate as it spoils everyone’s enjoyment of the walk.  It may be due to peoples’ 
reluctance to ask questions of the leader when booking onto a walk or to a lack of awareness of 
Peak District terrain and how far 11 miles actually is. 
However, it may also be due to the fact that we supply little information on the website about how 
walks are organised in terms of coffee and lunch stops and what equipment is needed - so I have 
modified the home page of our website to provide more information. 
Also, we will be re-grading the Sunday walks and Wednesday long car walks as ‘strenuous’.
It would also help if leaders getting a new person booking on a walk could make sure that the new 
person understands what the walk involves so that everyone enjoys the walk and is safe.

Sadly, recently, a cow on Lose Hill attacked a walker in another group causing her significant 
injuries.  Earlier in the day, in the same location one of our members was pushed by a cow.  
Luckily, he was not injured.  Please take care when walking near or through cattle.  There is advice 
on the Ramblers website about  walking near cattle

Ramblers central office have issued more guidance relating to risk assessments and now require 
them to be kept for 3 years after a walk.  This is to comply with the terms of their insurance cover.

Up to now this has been a rather down
beat newsletter - but on a more positive
note there has been a change of leadership
at the Rights of Way Department of
Derbyshire County Council, and we are
hoping to have a meeting with the new
leader to address our concerns about the
state of the footpath network. 

Best wishes,
Isobel McCormick

Why don’t a few more of our signposts indicate
where they are heading ?
Particularly significant now as the 'Slow Ways'
project is mapping walking routes between
towns and villages.

Our group messages on Twitter rarely exceed
100 views, but one making the above point was
viewed  by nearly 17,000 recently.

https://twitter.com/cnedramblers/status/1426544200024211462
https://beta.slowways.org/
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/chesterfield-north-east-derbyshire
https://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/group-finder/areas/northumbria/groups/alnwick/walking-near-cattle.aspx


   years ago ;            

 

The Darwin Walk  around Lichfield.

Not a local walk ?    Only 90 minutes from Chesterfield by
public transport.

Erasmus Darwin (grandfather of Charles) attended the old 
Chesterfield Grammar School on Sheffield Road
–  and Chesterfield, Staffordshire is only 8 minutes away.
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The Cathedral from 
Erasmus Darwin House

The  Côte de Bradfield on a walk for 14  led by Kay & Jean   
(some sort of cycle race imminent)

Lichfield from Pipe Hall Farm

mailto:cnedramblers@gmail.com
https://www.thedarwinwalktrust.org/description
https://chesterfieldramblers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ChesterfieldandNEDerbyshireRamblers/
https://twitter.com/cnedramblers

